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An Approach to Comprehend “Young People Nowadays”:
a Consideration concerning “Freeter” and ‘“Young People
without Jobs” from the Viewpoint of Career Guidance

Tsuneo KAZAWA*

In all nations educational reform is necessary because so-called “educational lag” is inevitable. This
educational lag occurs between rapid changes in society and slow changes in school or college education. In
Japan, radical educational reform started in the 1980’s. It is identified as the “third big educational reform”.
This educational reform has ranged over elementary, secondary and post-secondary education, including
colleges and universities.

Why do all colleges and universities need educational reform now? In the first place, college enrolments
are decreasing rapidly. One reason is the declining birth-rate and it is likely that this will continue into the
future. A further reason is that in Japan as well as in America “student consumerism” has become pervasive.
For both these reasons, Japanese colleges and universities have been obliged to make more appealing or
attractive many of their arrangements and facilities. Thus: the curriculum has been renewed and improved;
entrance procedures have been diversified; introductory and remedial courses are being offered; an “office
hours” system is introduced; course syllabuses are specified; and teaching method are improved. In order to
improve teaching, faculty development programmes are accepted as a necessary process.

However, without a proper relationship between teacher (professor) and pupil (student) improvement of
teaching activities is in vain. Teachers have to adequately comprehend students needs before successfully
teaching them. Today college students differ considerably from those in former years. First, their scholastic
level has declined: this may be due to revision of the curriculum of elementary and secondary schools, which
now contains a reduced content, and to their reduced hours of teaching. Second, many students unmotivated
by objectives register at college and university. Such students are not diligent and do not achieve excellent
results. Third, increasing numbers refuse to attend college. These “homebodies” are estimated to amount to as
many as 100,000; support and counselling for them will become necessary and important. Fourth, many
students have no career plan for their future. The number of such students is increasing. Fifth, we have many
students who are “dependant” so that they wish to dwell permanently with their parents, decline employment
and desire to become “freeters” or “part-timers”. They require career guidance.

A series of proposals is identified. In college education, advisory systems, tutorial systems and career
guidance should be improved. Parents, university faculty, and the community should cooperate in improving
the environment for education of college students. A substantial but improved “internship” program could

provide an effective and significant contribution.
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