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I1]” Address by Dr. Roger Adams For The Scientific Advisory Group

The Japanese people have renounced war and have declared their intention of overcoming
their present adversities and of contributing to the peace of the world and welfare of mankind. In
this endeavor, the scientists and technologists of Japan have a profound responsibility. The
economic and cultural rehabilitation will depend in large measure on their efforts. The dearth of
foodstuffs and raw materials make imperative the exportation of manufactured goods in order to
permit imports of necessary commodities. By science and invention arising from the cooperation
of the scientists with industry, much can be done toward a balanced economy.

Freedom of the individual is the spirit of democracy. Encouragement of the individual by
offering equal opportunity to all will lead to the appearance of a new corps of scientists who will
play an effective part in the future of Japan.

The schools and universities must instill into youth the desire to apply rational and scientific
sense to all their activities. The students must be trained to think for themselves and to shoulder

responsibility. With the individual unrestrained by narrow doctrines, unhampered by traditional



procedures and no longer blindly following a small group of leaders, a new national sprit will be
created. When individual judgement and freedom in political and social activities prevail, a new
Japan will arise. The cultivation of the arts and cultural science will follow from the freer
atmosphere in the home and in society; an international interest will be awakened and Japan will
take its place among the peace-loving nations of the world.

The Scientific Advisory Group has been favored with the opportunity of becoming acquainted
with parts of Japan's cultural heritage and of viewing scenes whose beauty has made a permanent
impression on all of us. We have observed one of Japan's most valuable assets, the
industriousness of its citizens, and some of the achievements of which Japan may justly be proud.
These are exemplified in the investigations and applications of intensive agriculture and sericulture,
both unexcelled in any part of the world. The culturing of pearls is an accomplishment which
arouses the admiration of any progressive nation. We have been deeply impressed with the art
displayed in the decorated lacquer ware and handcarving.

The beauty of the homes, the flowers and flower arrangements, the hillsides, the mountains
and the shores has been revealed to us and we shall always remember it.

In many parts of Japan we have conferred with Japanese scientists. They are eager to forge
ahead. We feel we should emphasize the fact that on the whole, though not without exception,
they are looking with confidence to the "Renewal Commitiee" to propose a democratic
organization for scientists which will permit appropriate representation from all types of
institutions, from all regions and from all disciplines of science. They ask merely for individual
freedom and recognition for themselves and their organizations to the extent that it is deserved. A
few individuals, fearful that the systems of the past may not be modified to make certain the
appreciation of real ability, ask for radical changes which in themselves might be undemocratic.
The leaders must take note of these various opinions and strive to give to Japan an organization
which will lead to the cooperation of all scientists for the good of the community and the nation.

The contemplated organization, whatever it may be after careful thought by the "Renewal
Committee", must accept its share of responsibilities in the New Japan. The application of natural

science plays such an important part in daily life that it profoundly influences government policies.
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understanding of natural science in order to plan balanced and reasonable programs devoted to the

study of human problems and to the orderly development of a free society.



Natural science has done so much for mankind that it becomes commonplace to suppose it
may be the answer to everything. Conquest over matter has sometimes been acclaimed as the
only form of progress, but conquest over the attitudes of mankind would mean greater progress.
Hope lies in man's control over himself and his relation to others.

The Scientific Advisory Group is deeply indebted to the "Reception Committee", members of
which have helped to arranged to trips and have furnished us skilled interpreters. Only with their
help could we have learned as much in so short a time. Everywhere in Japan, we have been
overwhelmed with kindness and cordiality. Our discussions have been friendly and helpful. We
are under great obligation to the many scientists, too numerous to mention, who have patiently
assisted us. Our visits to the institutions, both government and private, and to the industrial
laboratories and plants have left us with an understanding of their facilities and problems.

The scientists of the United States and the World have their eyes focussed on Japan. You can
expect friendly sympathy and cooperation from the scientists of America who will be informed of
the Japanese situation when we return. We are specifically charged to advise you of this. In no
field of learning has cooperative internationalism been so genuine as in the field of the natural
sciences. May we hope that this will extend to all other fields.

The Scientific Advisory Group will soon be leaving Japan. We depart with a deep feeling of
friendship and gratitude to all whom we have met. We are certain that the "Renewal Committee"
understands the import of its assignment. We carry with us the expectation that by the earnest
efforts of the scientists cooperating with a free people, the adversities immediately ahead will be
overcome.
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hh Draft Only-—-———- Subject to Confirmation

The interested sections of GHQ agree that there is no objection:

A. To the establishment of a Science Council of Japan as a body of the highest status,
representative of all the scientists for the purpose of the advancement and use of science and
technology in Japan.

B. To this Council consisting of 210 members, representing such fields as the Council
itself may consider appropriate and representative of all scientists on Japan by general selection, all
in accordance with the general outline proposed by the Renewal Committee except as may be
modified herewith.

C. To this Council obtaining government funds for its operations provided such funds are
available within the limits of the constitution.

D. To this Council presenting the government with advice and recommendation on such
matters as the government may request and with the formal channel of communication to the
government being through the Prime Minister.

E. To the National Academy becoming an honorary organization, generally sponsored by
the Science Council; to the termination of the National Research Council and to the cessation of
government aid to the Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science.

F. To the establishment of self-autonomous regional assemblies elected by the scientists in
three regions and with local responsibilities that generally corresponds to the responsibilities of the
National Science Council to the whole country.

G. To the establishment of a Science Technical Committee within the national government



frame-work for the purpose of coordinating science activities of the ministries and also outside

organizations where appropriate, this committee being composed of ministerial representatives and

to the recommendations of the Science Council.
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