LEEXFEEHNERARRARE & — o _
B - BT ERAFBEHEAREHRE LS —

T739-8512 RILEM&HEL 1-2-2
TEL 082-424-6240 FAX 082-422-7104
URL: http://rihe.hiroshima-u. ac. jp

2019%5HA

[av—71528 Bk

BES (1~2) EV2—RMEOIKE (3) EFHRIEE LEAZFHEMRREL>
2—EHESEZETH# L T(4) International Doctoral Education Research
Network (IDERN)  The 6™ International Academic Identities
Conference (IAIC 2018) FfEsRE (5 ~6) FEMRIEE EIKZMEMRERN - &
VE—RFE (7) FEMAEBERRE (8) FRINFEESFABTLAA LI F—HE
(9) XZMBD/HD () REIF—I) FERE (10 EESE [MESdSIcHlT
BREHIE ((APIKS: Academic Profession in the Knowledge Society) ]
HeE (1) 018FEEDARMES (12~13) £V X —1FF [20185F48 ~20195F3A ]
(14) #HEE - BEE - WBEHL»S—F (15~19) BHRAEELELY (20)

& W

)

The Importance of a Comparative Perspective

William K. Cummings
(Professor Emeritus George Washington University)

Colleague is the annual newsletter of RIHE, Japan's largest research institution focusing on
issues of higher education and research. RIHE was founded in 1972 at the peak of the “third major
revolution” in Japanese higher education. At that time, a concern was raised: would this new
institution focus on local issues such as the provision of dormitories or on issues of national and
international significance.

RIHE's leaders, despite the shortage of funds, decided not to be paralyzed by this false dilemma.
From the very beginning they pursued a robust mullti-disciplinary agenda. Some studies were local,
others national or international. Some focused on a narrow set of issues while others were more
comprehensive. Some focused on the humanities, others on problems particular to STEM fields.
Thanks to this eclectic approach RIHE has grown from a modest sized institution with only four
academic staff to a large institution with nine academic staff and six support staff.

RIHE is known for the high quality of its research and service. Thus it is recognized as one of
Japan’s top research institutes and attracts leading researchers from around
the world extending its warm welcome to all who come. RIHE has several

Visiting Scholar opportunities ranging from short-term to long-term and from



visiting scholars to support of graduate students (both Japanese and international). If you have an
interest in any of these topics, feel free to get in touch. Additionally RIHE has placed an impressive
emphasis on research tools so that today it has possibly the world’s largest collection of books and
journals on higher education.

While much of RIHE's work uses the English language, Colleague now- in its 44" year of
publication is in Japanese, placing a barrier on access. This past year the RIHE faculty decided to
increase the visibility of their research work by shifting the language of the preface of Colleague to
English. And I was invited to offer some suggestions for future work. This is an interesting honor/
request, but also very difficult as the suggestions offered by me may not reflect the interests of other
colleagues. Recognizing this possibility here are my thoughts:

Student engagement-—-Perhaps the biggest challenge for higher education around the world is
the tendency of youth to think of their student days as a time for relaxation and for building new
friendships and not a time for skill development that will fit the emerging global economy--this
tendency for students to minimize skill development may be more evident in Japan than in other
countries, but even so it is widespread.

Student achievement—In the first two decades of the 21° century perhaps the most trendy
research focus was on high school students and the effort they devoted towards performing well in
high stakes tests. A challenging recent development is the effort to develop tests of the level of
learning of college and university tests that would be valid across nations. These efforts are still in
the earliest stages of concept and instrument development.

Student program completion-—- Despite the relaxed attitude to their collegiate studies, the
Japanese completion rate of Japanese college students is exceptionally high. What is behind this
contradiction? And what can be learned through comparative research.

Faculty engagement-—-Universities look to the individual faculty for the planning of teaching and
research activities. With the rise of the Global economy, there is increasing pressure to prepare the
next cohort. Most faculty accept this responsibility, but only a minority are willing to devote
extensive time to curriculum development. A recent survey indicated the lukewarm commitment of
the faculty in most countries. Moreover notable is the decline in interest over the last twenty years.
So as the need for faculty engagement goes up, faulty involvement declines. This is a dangerous gap.

The components of the academic role--Faculty role is generally said to consist of four
components: teaching, research, internal service, external service. There is much variation across
countries. For example, in Japan we see a strong emphasis on research, and relatively little interest
in the other components. It appears that the Japanese graduate school has a singular emphasis on
training the next generation of university based researchers. Yet the majority of available jobs will
be in corporate and government laboratories. Is it possible, given recent changes in the economy,
that the orientations of more graduate students values could be changed towards a more
entrepreneurial direction.

So there are many possibilities for enhancing the comparative dimension of academic research.
As RIHE moves forward, I hope it will encourage new comparative perspectives on the policy issues

confronting contemporary higher education.
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My name is Thomas

Brotherhood, a doctoral
researcher at the Centre for
Global Higher Education, University of Oxford. I
was lucky to spend a year at RIHE in 2018

under the kind supervision of Professor Huang.
Thanks to the generous support of all of the
staff and students that made me feel so
welcome, I was able to collect a large amount of
data for my doctoral thesis and begin broader
collaborative projects. Further, I greatly
developed my understanding of Japanese higher
education. On this foundation I hope to continue
to work with colleagues at RIHE and across
Japan and make a lasting contribution to the
field of higher education studies.
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