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The Research Institute for Higher Education (RIHE), Hiroshima University, was 

established in May 1972 with the approval of the Ministry of Education as the first national 

institution for research in higher education.  With its commitment to academic research, 

RIHE has developed since then to make significant contributions to higher education 

research both inside Japan and overseas.  It celebrated its thirtieth anniversary in 2002. 

This anniversary coincided with a decision of the Japanese government to establish its 

policy of support for research excellence, the “21st Century Center of Excellence program”.  

RIHE's project "Construction of a System for 21st Century Higher Education and Quality 

Assurance" was selected as one of 20 programs in the field of humanities and 113 programs 

in all disciplines.  This formal recognition of RIHE as the sole COE in higher education 

identifies both its unique achievement and its capacity to contribute significantly to the future 

development of higher education.  Its achievement reflects the dedication and commitment of 

many colleagues over the past three decades, transforming the status of research in higher 

education from a curiosity into the substantial position it now occupies.  Those of us now 

working in RIHE are privileged to stand on the shoulders of the giants who established this 

reputation.  They provide us with a continuing challenge to sustain their pioneering spirit. 

The current COE program extends for five years in order to enable the project to develop 

fully.  Specifically, the program will intensively address five aspects: institutionalization and 

assessment of the quality of faculty development and staff development; quality assurance in 

the academic research system; arrangements for and quality assessment of academic 

organization; construction of an international reference data base of academic systems; and 

training of younger researchers in higher education.  In addition, in order to develop the 

international research network centered on RIHE we shall be publishing COE research 

publications in English as well as Japanese.  The style of publication adopted in this volume 

reflects our intentions in this regard.  Its aim is to place on record aspects of research already 

completed that are related to the COE program and to make it accessible internationally. 

As the leader of the COE program project, this opportunity to provide useful information 

and new material to readers concerned with developments in higher education gives me 

particular pleasure.  In turn, within RIHE, we shall be pleased to receive support, co-operation 

and comments from readers so that our work may be strengthened and that the function of the 

research network can be promoted. 

March 2003 

Akira Arimoto 

Professor, R.I.H.E., Hiroshima University 

COE Project Leader 
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