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Dear Sir or Madam:

We would like to ask your cooperation in filling out A Survey of Opinion among Foreign
Students concerning Japanese Graduate Education, which is to be carried out by a joint research
project group of the Research Institute for Higher Education, Hiroshima University.

The aim of this survey is to find out how foreign students, who ar

e already s i
feel about Japanese graduate education and studying conditions. Your views will be of the utmost
assistance for the improvement of Japanese graduate education for foreign students.

We should like to assure you that your answers will be statistically processed and treated as
strictly confidential. We hope that you will find the questionnaire interesting to answer, and we
W nd make your comments as {
the Research Institute f

centrating on the study of higher education, and the results of this survey will be published by the

Institute.
In anticipation, we wish to thank you very much for your cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

Kazuyuki KITAMURA
Professor, R.I. H. E.

P.S. If you would like to know the findings of this survey, we will be glad to send you a summary
report when it is available. Therefore please give us your name and address, so we can forward it to
you. Your name and address will be treated strictly confidentially.
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How to complete the questionnaire

1. The questionnaire consists of Japanese version and English version. Placase answer either one
you like,

2. Where a choice of answers is given; please circle the number for the answer you consider closest
to your view.

3. Where a line is given for written answers, please use English or Japanese if possible.
if this is not possible, we should be glad to receive answers in Chinese, French, German, Korean
or Spanish,

4,

wn

You are not required to write your name and your answer will be processed statistically. We

shall under no circumstances give you trouble. In anticipation, thank you very much for your
coperation.

Please complete the questionnaire and return it to us by 1980.
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Q 1: How did each of the following reasons influence your coming to study at a Japanese graduate

school (Daigakuin) ? Please indicate as follows. :

1. Greatly 2. Some 3. None
a.  Academic or professional rcasons L 2 3.
b. Interest in Japanese culture and society S 1. 2 3.
c.  Difficulty of having appropriate graduate studies in home country 1. 2 3.
d. High evaluation of studying in Japan in home country 1. 2. 3.
e.  Success in obtaining a scholarship - 1. 2 3.
f.  Geographical closeness 1. 2 3.
g.  Support by relatives or acquaintance living in Japan 1. 2 3.

Q 2: Was Japan your first choice as a foreign place to study ?
1. Yes

2. No —— Then which country 7

Q 3: What was the most influencial reason for your choosing the graduate school to which you belong
at present 7 (Please chioose one answer.)
1 Geographical or physical location
2 Decision by the Ministry of Education (Monbusho)
3. Success in entrance examination

Prestige of the school
Good professor in the major field

Other:

A

Q 4: Did you have any information about your present graduate school before coming to Japan ?
1. Yes
2. No

Q 5: In general, to what extent are you satisfied with your present graduate school ?

1.  Very satisfied

2. Satisfied

" 3. Notso satisfied
4,  Dissatisfied
5. Don’t know
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Q 6: Do you want to transfer to another graduate school, if possible ?

1. Yes 2. No

If you have any comment, please give it freely:

W W W W W

w W

Q 7: How difficult was entrance examination to the present graduate school for you?
Please indicate your impression about each of the following tests, as follows
1. Very difficult
2. Rather difficult
3. Not so difficult
4. Not examined
a.  Japanese language test 1. 2.
b.  Foreign language tests except for Japanese 1. 2
¢.  Test in your major field in Japanese 1. 2.
d.  Test in your major field in English 1. 2
e. Interview test 1. 2
Q 8:  Please describe your level of ability in Japanese:
1. Very good 2. Fairly good
3. Notso good 4. Poor
a. Speakinginclass .. .......... .. ... 1. 2.
b Hearinglectures . ............ ... . ... ..... 1 2
c Reading papers . ...............0cciuneenn. i 2 3
d Writing papers orreports . ....... ... .. e 1. 2. 3
Q 9: Please describe your present research theme concretely, if you have decided

Q10: How did you decide your present research theme? (Please choose one answer.)
1.  Based on my own academic interest
2 Based on supervising professor’s advice
3 Based on request of my country’s goverﬁment or university,
4.  Not yet decided
5 Other:

A
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Q11: What language is mainly spoken in classes; lectures (kogi), seminars (enshil) and laboratory in-
IPUIC STk TSN P IUNTPTI IR B S
struction (jikken) at your graauate scnooi ¢
1 Tannnaan ~anly
L. JGPGIICDU Uil
o) Rath Tananege and Enolich (or some other lanonaoe)
2 Both Japanese and English (or some other language)
3 English (or some other language except Tapanese)
~ o \ (=4 o Ir T 7
4 Other
Q12: About what percent of the lecture, seminar or laboratory instruction (if any) do you understand?
Please circle proper percent.
(Ex.)  Lecture o 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%
(Kogi) . . N . . X
1. Lecture o 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%
(7 Rai)
\l\Usl} a -
2. Seminar 0 10- 20 .30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%
\c‘,ﬂSu‘li} . . : . . N
3. Laboratory 0 100 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1009
'I’ s R RN
Jikken)
Q13: Ifyou feel classes difficult, what is the main cause for it? (Please choose one answer)
1. Too high level of instruction
2. Lack of understanding of Japanese language
- Tr_. Py PRI A~ at 1
J. IISysSLeIdlIc teacnmg mewnoa
A Tha £ aiamt drafnin st hacis corliant qria b oao fareioh lansiiase mathamatiog
. L1ISULIICITIIL tiallilly 111 Uc le BuUJCbL au S TULICIEL 1allpuagc, 1ia Lll llldllbb,
nhvsics, ete
PRy Sivs, L
5 Irrelevance of teaching contents
Q14: (a) How often do you meet your supervising professor to discuss your study ?
About times per year -
(b) Do you think that sufficient advice and supervision is given in your study ?
1. Yes 2. No 3. Don’t know
Q15: In general, do you think it too difficult for a foreign student to obtain an Japanese

academic degree ?

Yes
Yes

2. No
2. No

a. Master degree 1.

b. Doctor degree 1.
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3. Don’t know
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Don’t know



Q16 HFEBBROEMEZMBTELET, MOBEBTNER/NHELEBOETH,

L3 ARAIAY 4 3 bOhon
b LARAS SN, RAMICEHEET I,

Q1T B ICE > THADEAIR EDREAETT 1o

HEhic L
2. WE
a. EHEMNOES 93 £RIEFERETIETN
4 F ol BETIEEL
5. D5
(1 .u/\u'C-"Z‘-':-.‘Ef
2. ME
b. BHRADEAE <3 FHE EMETRED
4. F - A HETIRIED
5 bHbhoiEn

1 =N XINTIE
a [ B i 1 g U T S o)
2. FIEEFEINTNS

I I N/ R 1y A 1 2 3
be T — 0 o SR OZERT - i. 2 3
Co T A Y A AREDIEL oovrreorrnersone 1 2 3
A INLIET o M 1L - n a
Ao BEE DTN --merrrmrermeresmesser s i. 2 3

N

=



Q16: Do you think that there is any problem to be solved in foreign students’ obtaining an academic
degree in Japan ?
1. Yes 2. No 3. Don’t know

if you have any comment, please give it freely:

Q17: To what extent do you need an academic degree in Japan ?
(1. Absolutely necessary
Necessary

a. Master degree Not so necessary

Not necessary at all

o A v oo

Don’t know

1 Absolutely necessary
2 Necessary

b. Doctor degree § 3.  Not so necessary
4

Not necessary at all

LS. Don’tknow

Q18 How are the doctor degrees obtained in the following couniries evaiuated in the academic
community in your home country? Please specify as follows
1. Very prestigious
2. Rather prestigious
3. Not so prestigious
4. Don’t know
a. Japanesedegrees .................... 1. 2 3. 4.
b. Europeandegrees . .. ................. 1. 2. 3. 4.
c. Americandegrees ... ......... .. .. ... 1. 2 3. 4.
d. Home country’sdegrees. . . ..« .oouuun... 1. 2 3. 4.
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Q19: To what extent is a Japanese degree advantageous for employment, status or salary-increase
in your home country ? k
1. Very advantageous

2. Advantageous
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Q20: Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with each of the following statements, as follows:
1. Yes 2. No 3. Dont’t know
* In general, Japanese ‘uniyersit\i__es‘_ha:ve reachg.d to the i_rllter!n:avtﬂi:‘ona,] academic stand-
ards. S . 1 | 2. 3.
* Japanese universities are paying enough attention to the problems in developing
countries. | 1. 2. 3.
* In general, Japanese professors are indifferent to foreign students.

1. 2. 3

* Japanese universities should provide foreign students with classes taught in
English. 1. 2. 3.
* I would be happy to continue studying in Japan for an extended period of time.
1 bR 3
X, Lo 7
* I will positively recommend others to come to study in Japan. 1 2. 3.
* Japanese students at my graduate school are cooperative in my study.
1. 2. 3.

*  Japanese professors are generous (not strict) to foreign students in terms of evalua-

tion. ) : : 1. 2. 3.

Q21: What is your plan after completing your study in Japan ?
1. Return to home country immediately

Continue to stay in Japan, if possible

2
3. Go to another country to study —= Which country ?
4 Other

Q22: What is your plan after returning to your home country ?
1. Come back to former job

2 Find a new job

3 Continue to study as a student

4. Undecided

5 Not intend to go back home

6 Other:
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Q23 Do you think what you have studied at the Japanese graduate school will be helpful after return-
ing to your home country ?
1. Very helpful
2 helpful
3.  Not so helpful
4

Don’t know

Lastly, please answer the following items necessary for the statistical pocessing.
1. Year of birth:
2 Sex
1. Male 2. Female
3 Name of your country
4: Marital status: »
1. Single 2. Married
5: Do you have your family with you in Japan ?
1. Yes 2. No
\ 6: How long have you been staying in Japan ?
About years months
7: . In what course are you studying ?
1. Master course
2. Doctor course
3. Research student (Kenkyisei)
4.  Other:
8: Institution where you are studying:
1. Name of institution (Daigaku)
2.  Department (Kenkyika or Gakubu)
3 Course (Senkd)
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9: Are your study expenses paid by Japanese government ?

1. Yes
2.. No
10: What is your degree obtained before coming to Japan ?

1.  Bachelor degree
2. Master degree

3. Doctor degree

4,  Other

11: What was your occupation before coming to Japan ?

1. Unemployed

2. Student

3. Academic profession (college and university related occupation)
4.  Primary or secondary school teacher

5. Public service {government official)

6 E;mplsjyee at a company

7 Other:

‘————= Continued to next page.
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COMMENTS:
We should appreciate it if you would comment quite freely, and make any proposals you think valuable,

on higher education, facuity members, administration and students in Japanese universities and coiieges,

<r 1. Lo O fa ot ML b » DU T " F . ee
NCIC, (rieasc wiile 1n Linnese, Lngiisi, riencli,

on the basis of your experiences as a student

Townmaocas K roan o Qaanich)
J dl}dllcbc s D ulCall vl Opdlllbll}

Please accept our thanks for your cooperation.
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Purpose

The purpose of this study was to examine how foreign students feel about Japa-
nese graduate education and conditions of study, to analyze their consciousness and
evaluation of the academic quality of Japanese universities, and the degree of “‘inter-
nationalization” of Japanese higher education in comparative perspective.*

The reasons why we have confined to the graduate (post baccaulaureate) students

1 trati anlal A + 431 4o hnaa avar a
(1) No previous research concentrating solely on graduate students has ever ap-
.
peared in Japan, although various surveys on under"raduate students or the

) For the purpose of the analys1s of acadermc aspects in Ja apanese umversrtv in
comparative perspective, graduate students who have much more academ1c

life experience both in Japan and in their own countries than undergraduates !

seem to be more appropriate sample for this survey.

Method

~ 1

C
o
=
=
¢
wa
o
)
=
o]
o
e
[t
Pk
)
=
@)
=
3
o
w2
—
N
B
W

the forergn full—tlme graduate student 2 116) enrolled in all J ese universities in
1979, thus providing a very good overview of this population. o

* The sampie institutions are as follows: ,
National Universities - - Tokyo, Tokyo Kogyo (Tokyo Institute of T Techriology), Tokyo
Suisan, Tsukuba, Kyoto, Osaka, Kobe, Hiroslﬁma, Kyushu Daigaks. |
Private Universities - - Waseda, Keio, Meiji, Kokusai Kirisutokyo (International Christian
University), Doshisha Dalgakus |
The questlonnalre was sent at the end of December 1979.
490 students out of 1,145 in the samples population responded to the quentjon-
nair for a response rate 44.7% (408 students or 44.7 percent of the students at national

universities, 71 students or 30.6 percent of the students at private universities respond-
ed.) ” S

The questions consisted of : 1) Basic demographic data (age, sex, nationality,
course and institution, scholarship and degree); 2) main reasons for coming to Japan
for study abroad; 3) reasons and problems in choosing a specific graduate school,
4) entrance examination and abﬂity of Japanese language; 5) decision concerning
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the research topic; 6) the level of understanding classes; 7) difficulties in obtaining

emic degrees; 8) evaluation and general comments on Japanese higher educa-

VANSAZe

Demographic Information

42.2% of all the respondents are the biggest age group of 26-30 years old, and
76.5% are in the age group 26-35 years old. Male students accounted for 81.6 percent
of all the respondents. Our sample came from 61 countries, including the diversity
of national origins of foreign students in Japan. The largest number of students
come from Taiwan (152 people) followed by Republic of Korea (87 people). The
size of the groups then decrease dramatically with around 20 students coming from

Students from two J apanese neighbours, Taiwan and Korea, were once under Japanese
colonialism and have had common Kanji letter culture accounted for 50 per cent of
the Asia total respondents.

(See Table 1)

National Origin of Foreign Graduate Students

(Total 490 sample) (%)

Taiwan and Kanji Letter

-People’s Republic of China 160 (33.5%) Culture Countries

Republic of Korea 87 (182) | 247 (51.7%)

Indonesia 29 (6.1) South East and
. Thailand 19 (490 South Asia

Philippines 10 ( 2.1) 110 (23.0)

South Asia 52 (109)

Australia and New Zealand 7 (1.5) Europe and

U.S. A. and Canada 17 ( 36) North America

Western Europe 23 (1 438) 58 (12.1)

Eastern Europe i1 {( 23)

Middle East 13 (27 Others

Africa 13 (2.7) 63 (13.2)

Latin America 13 (27

N. A. and Unknown 12




56% of all the respondents are the married, and 72.3 per cent of them come to
h their family. As regards with the iength of the period of stay in Japan
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85. 2% (407 people) of the
14.2 percent (71 people) are enrolled at private universities.

respondents are studying in the national universities,
Students in the ma-
ster’s degree course consist of 42.0 per cent ( 206 people ) with doctoral degree
students accounting for 33.9 per cent (155 people), part-time research students for
22.2 per cent (109 people), and others 1.0 per cent (5 people).

The field of study which foreign graduate students choose varies. The largest

number of students study engineering (26.7 per cent or 113 people), followed by

science (16.5 per cent or 81 people), humanities (14.1 per cent or 69 people),
agriculture (13.9 per cent or 68 people), health sciences (medicine, denti"try', phar-
macy) (11.8 per cent or 58 people), education (7.8 per cent or 38 people), natural
science (6.3 per cent or 31 people), others (0.2 per cent or 1 person) (N. A. 2.7 per

cent). Separating the natural sciences from the humanities and social sciences, a total
of 62.5 per cent of students are in the natural science area. There is a tendency for
students from the Asian developing countries to study such applied areas as engineer-
ing and the natural sciences, while students from the Western industrialized nations
focus on the social sciences and Japanese studies.

Table 2 Students’ Field of Study by National Origin

Kanji Letter South East & | Europe and Others N. A. Total

Cultural outh Asia | North

Countries America
Humanities 33 (13.4) 8 (73) 20 (34.5) 7 (11.1) 1(8.3) 69 (14.1)
Social Science 47 (19.0) 16 (14.5) 8 (13.8) 9 (14.3) 1(8.3) 80 (16.5)
Natural Science | 17 ( 6.9) 7(64) 3(52) 3{(48) 1(83) 31 { 6.3)
Engineering 63 (25.5) 33 (30.0) 12 (20.7) 22 (349) 1(83) 131 (26.7)
Agriculture 34 (13.8) 17 (15.5) 7 (12.1) 10 (154) 0( O’.O) 68 (139)
Health 37 (15.0) 13 (11.8) 2 (34 6 (9.5) 0 (0.0 58 (11.8)
Education 15 ( 6.1) 13 (11.8) 5(8.6) 4 (63) 1(83) 38 (78)
N. A. 1 (04 3(27) 2 (34 2 (32 7 (58.3) 15 ( 3.1)
TOTAL 247 (504) | 110 (224) 58.{(i1.8) 63 (12.9) i2 (24) 490

53.9 per cent of the foreign students obtained scholarship assistance from J apane—

se government. 60.4 per cent of these students enrolled a

national universities, while

only 15.5 per cent of students who study at private universities obtained Japanese
government scholarships.

54.5 per cent of the respondents had obtained the bachelors degree before coming
to Japan to study, while 26.7 per cent had a Master’s degree and 2.7 per cent held a
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dectorate. 47.0 per cent of students in doctoral programs had already obtained the
master’s degree prior to coming to Japan The respondents varied in occupationaj
status prior to coming to Japan, with 4 per cent holding positions as academics

PR An e TN £ cvnswe ~Anntd zracs Aamamanmyr AT 1~ ec
or researchers, 24.7 per cent were stude ﬁs, 10.6 per cent were company cmym

Choice of Japan for Study Abroad
The strongest reason for choosing Japan for study abroad is ““academic or pro-
fessional” (66.7%), followed by' “interest in Japanese culture and society’ (35.7%),
“success in obtaining a scholarship” (35.7%). On the other hand, ‘‘geographical
.0%), *“difficulty of having pproprlate graauate studies in home coun-
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obt ga scholarshjp”. 64 5 per cent of all the students responded that Japan was
the first ch01ce asa forelgn place to study. Fewer students in doctoral degree courses
(50.6%) than master degree courses students (70.4%) reported that Japan was the first
choice for them. Geographically speaking, while more than 80 percent of students
from Latin America (91.9%), North America (88.2%), Oceania (85.7%), 'Europe
(82.4%) said that Japan is the first choice, fewer students from developing countries,

o A O .

pamcularly only around 50 percent of students from Africa, Korea, South East-Asia

antAd 4l nd Thwan 2o Liead ~lhnian :mlann £ ey An o ~
said that Japan is the first choice place for them. (See Table 3)

Asian students {Who comprise more than 70 per cent of the foreign students
in Japan) in general chose the United States as their first choice as a place to studV

per cent of Southeast and South Asian students p1cked the Umted States Only 10
per cent of the Asian students preferred Europe over the U. S.

The proportion of students who select Japan as first choice is high in the fields
‘of humatities (85.5%) and social sciences (75.3%), while relatively low ih the field of

. 1 o 4 e s o A ammntmatdiag xxrlin aalan ~
and education (57 9%). Among these students, the majorities who select the U. S. A
as their first choice is especially high in-the field of health (89.7%), educatlon (8 1.3%),

a majority of students who did not select Japan as first choice, also choose the U.S.A.,
and about 31 per cent of them select Europe as first choice.

As to the extent of the satisfaction with the present graduate school, 73.9 per
cent of all the respondents show a satisfaction. Only 4.7 percent of respondents
express dissatisfaction. The degree of the satisfaction is slightly higher in students
at national universities than those who attend private universities, and also higher
among students who obtained governmental scholarship. than students who get no
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Table 3 : Response to the question “Was Japan your first choice

as a foreign place to study?”’

(%)
1.Yes 2.No 3.N. A If “No”, then which country?
Total 64.5 35.1 04 | U.S.A|Europe | Asia
Master 704 29.1 0.5 63.3 183 184
Course Doctor 506 48.8 0.6 79.0 11.1 99
Part Time Students| 76.1 238 0.0 765 0.0 23.1
Taiwan & China 68.8 31.3 0.0 84.6 9.6 58
Korea 47.1 51.7 1.1 86.7 89 4.4
Region | South-Fast & South 536 | 464 00 | 706 | 118 | 176
AdId
Oceania 85.7 14.3 0.0 0.0 00 100.0
North America 88.2 11.8 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
Europe 824 17.6 0.0 16.7 33.3 500
Middle East- 769 23.1 0.0 333 0.0 66.7
Latin America 919 8.1 0.0 66.7 33.3 0.0
Africa 46.2 462 7.7 16.7 16.7 66.7
Humanities 85.5 13.0 14 55.6 333 11.1
v Social Science 753 24.7 0.0 500 350 15.0
Field Natural Sciences 516 48 4 0.0 66.7 133 20.0
of Engineering 60.3 38.9 038 74.5 7.8 17.6
Study Agriculture 588 41.2 0.0 78.6 10.7 10.7
Health 500 50.0 0.0 83.7 0.0 103
Education 579 42.1 0.0 813 6.3 125
Table 4 Extent of Satisfaction with the
Present Graduate School (%)
Total Institution Scholarship
National Private | Students with | Students with-
Scholarship out Scholaship
Very satisfied 20.6 21.1 155 231 17.5
Satisfied 53.3 53.6 56.3 542 524
Not so satisfied 17.1 155 254 144 203
Dissatisfied 4.7 49 28 53 38
Don’t know 3.1 34 0.0 15 52
N.A. 12 15 0.0 1.5 09
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Choice of University in Japan

Over half of the foreign students (57.3 per cent) had some knowledge concerning
Japanese universities prior to coming to Japan. 90 per cent of the students at private
universities had no information concerning their institutions, 45.9 per cent of the na-
tional university students were ignorant of Japanese institutions prior to studying in
Japan. Taiwanese students were well-informed about Japanese higher education,
with 98.1 per cent having some information, while nearly 10 per cent of students

*a1 =

rom Southeast Asia came to Japan without any knowledge a

<

good professors in the major field” (38.0%), followed by “placement

o

are existence of ¢
by the Ministry of Education” (38.3%) in the case of Government scholarship students.
In spite of these facts, a great majority (85.1%) did not want to transfer to another
graduate school. However, 10 per cent of the students want to transfer to other
university, if possible.

Education in Graduate School
~ - . . ~ Attt e T mimmam o Thmim cxznea g R N iy afard nemdo xxrlh A
As to the level of ability in Japanese lagnguage, the proportion of students who
escribed their ability “good” are 68.4 per cent in hearing, 66.9 per cent in reading,

: e and 50.1 per cent in writing. The level of ability is varied.
For instance, the proportion of students from Korea and Taiwan, the Kanji letter
cultural region, who described their ability ‘“good”, is very high and seems to have
no language problem because they responded that 93.1 per cent in reading, 84.2 per
cent in hearing, 73.7 per cent in speaking and 71.6 per cent in writing are good.
In contrast, students from North America and Europe have some difficulties in the
ability in Japanese because 67.3 per cent in speaking, 66.5 per cent in hearing, 46.5
t

- e m e A 1 AL e e PRSI SRR 1. ~ P 66 129 AN e
per cent in reading, and 34.5 per cent in writing report that they are “‘gooca”™. More-
ver, students from South-east & South Asia and other regions have even greater

Not surprisingly, there is a strong correlation between length of stay in Japan
and linguistic ability. Those who have stayed in Japan for more than one year report
a higher level of ability than those who have less experience in the country. Further,
linguistic ability seems to improve greatly after one year.

Students reported that in general Japanese is the only language used in their

university classes. 63.7 per cent said that only Japanese is used, while 33.5 per cent
indicated that some English was used and only 0.2 per cent indicated that much

s indicated that they could comprehend

80 per cent of their lectures, seminars and laboratory work. A smaller number indicat-
d

ed that they could understand 50-60 per cent of their academic work (34.3 in lectures,
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33.1 per cent in seminars and 16.5 per cent in laboratory wWoOIK). AOOUL 1V per cent
of the ctudents reenonded that their underctandine of clasces was verv low. Students
of the students responded that their understanding of classes was very Io Students

from South Asia had particular problems in this regard, as 26.3 per cent were deficient,
while 19.1 per cent of students from the Middle East, Africa and Latin America
indicated significant difficulties. If we notice the fact that only 4 per cent of students
from the Kanji culture district (they reported) cannot understand even half of the
classes, the major reason for the difficulty of understanding classes among these
students seems to lie in their lack of ability in Japanese language. As a matter of

fact, about 60 per cent of students said the lack of ability of Japanese language is

211 Y e e dir d Al e ccminc xxrdecs ki A ande sl Taocrs e Ala 14
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and “‘irrelevance of teaching contents” (6.2%).

To the question: “how often do you meet your supervising professor to discuss
your study?”’, 28.8 per cent of students meet less than 10 times a year, followed by
18.2 per cent of students meet 11-20 times, 14.7 per cent meet 41-100 times, 14.1
per cent meet 2140 times a year. During a one year period in Japan, 0.8 per cent of
students reported that they have never met their supervising professors. 68.0 per cent

21 21 .

of students reported that they are given sufficient advice and supervision in their

araditats at1idy and 1Q Q ar ~ant AF ctirndante roannrt that thaxr vwoara givoan ingriffisiant
Exauuatu LU aiilu 10.7 y\zl LUllIlL UL dLuuvliw .lUyUlL ititai LllUy ywuolio BIVLIII MidULiIIVIVLIL
advice and supervision. In terms of the degree of satisfaction with instruction given,

students from Asia feel more satisfactory than American and European students,
who are rather critical because 31 per cent of them said insufficient advice is given.

Table 5 Reasons why classes are difficult to

understand
Lack of understanding of
Personal Japanese language 59.6%
- reasons Insufﬁcient training in oA
basic subjects b
[ % AR | O N
DUU-LLULdL o0V
Too high level of instruction 80
Contents and -
Al Irrelevance of teaching contents 29
IICUI0OUD
Unsystematic teaching method 9.0
of classes
Sub-total 199
N. A. 12.2
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Field of Siudy Region
Tntal Jon.-natural Natiral Qrinnoag South- Furone —
Luviar ANviitiiavuiar mNaitul DCICIICOY . ooul LulGpo
Non- - Taiwan|egst & |and h
Huma-| Social |Educa- |Natural| Pure |Engine- Agri- |, . . [Natural| Korea |South |North |others
nities [sciencesition  KciencedScience|ering ~|culture | T2 Sciences Asia  |America

| BB #W % B B B W B B A %
1. Yes| 68.0 1696 | 66.7 | 73.7 | 69.1 | 645 | 74.8 | 632 | 65.5| 692 | 73.7| 682 58.6 | 58.7

~.

2.No | 189|232 185|132 |19.1 290|115 |22.1 155|166 | 15.0|15.5 |31.0|206

)

i' 98 43| 99 |13.2 8.5 3211151031121 {104 7.7 |12.7 521175

Not suprisingly, much emphasis was given to the goal of obtaining academic
degrees. 57.5 per cent of our sample indicated that earning an academic degree in
Japan was necessary, with students at the Master’s level placing even more stress
on earning a degree (79.1 per cent). The need to obtain degrees was stressed most
strongly by students from Asia and Africa, while students from industrialized nations
do not place as much emphasis on their degrees. Doctoral students placed particularly
heavy stress on obtaining their degrees, with 91.6 per cent indicating that it is neces-
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sary. Agam students from aevelopmg countries were deTlLUIdle concerned abou
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Japan dlffered, with 53.3 per cent of the students at the Master’s level indicating that
the work was not too difficult and only 16.3 per cent found it very difficult to obtain
degrees. In contract, 69.9 per cent of the doctoral students said that obtaining aca-
demic degrees is too difficult. There are also variations according to academic dis-

he difficulty of completing academic degrees ir

ciplines, with 70 per cent of students in social science, humanities and education
complaining about the difficulty of obtaining Japanese degrees, while 50 per cent
have similar complaints in the natural sciences.

The prestige of foreign degrees varies, with American academic degrees in general
- : (13
most highly valued. 66.3 per cent indicated that Ame.;ca,, degrees are ‘“‘very prestigi-

per cent claimed they are ‘rather prest1g1ous. Japanese academic degrees were less
highly valued, with 21.2 per cent indicating highly prestigious and 50.6 per cent
rather prestigious. The students were critical of the academic degrees of their home
countries, and 17.6 per cent said that they are ‘“very prestigious”, 42.0 per cent said
“rather prestigious”, and 28.6 per cent said “not so prestigious”.




Table 7

at Foreign Students’ Home Countries

1 Very prestigious
3 Not so prestigious .

2 Rather prestigious

4 Don’t know

Evaluation of Japanese Academic Degrees

Response Region
: Taiwan South-east Norii Middi Lati
Degrrk Total be;‘n . Korea Sth% Asia Oceania ;rgzzlca Europe ?;::w ::Zica Africa
1] 21.2 188 28.7 218 00 59 11.8 23.1 231 324
Japanese 2| 50.6 663 | 598 44.5 0.0 235 235 538 231 405
Degrees 3] 137 10.0 69 182 429 294 23.5 0.0 23.1 108
4| 14.5 50 4.5 15.5 57.1 412 41.2 23.1 308 i6.2
1| 48,6 43.1 540 57.3 28.6 2%4 26.5 462 615 649
European | 2! 394 438 333 355 57.1 529 58.8 46.2 308 29.7
Degrees 3] 3.1 19 5.7 0.0 0.0 59 88 7.7 0.0 2.7
4] 9.0 112 6.9 73 14.3 11.8 59 0.0 7.7 2.7
1] 66.3 63.1 73.6 809 0.0 529 324 61.5 538 838
American | 2| 23.5 28.1 172 13.6 71.4 294 44.1 308 385 |. 135
Degrees 3] 3.3 2.5 4.6 0.0 143 0.0 176 7.7 0.0 0.0
4 70 62 4.6 55 143 17.7 59 0.0 7.7 2.7
Degreesin | 1| 17.6 12.5 8.0 20.0 143 41.2 382 30.8 231 16.2
Students” | 2| 42.0 519 44 8 309 71.4 294 382 30.8 5338 378
Home 3] 286 275 42.5 29.1 00 59 20.6 308 7.7 324
Countries | 4| 11.8 8.1 45 20.0 143 23.5 29 7.7 154 135
Table 8 Advantages of a Japanese Degree
Region
Total Tai.&“:an Korea | Oceania Soutz-eaSt North |, ope Ii/[iddle I_,ating Africa
China South Asia America *¥| East | America
%

Very advantegeous 216 | 163|345 209 00 59| 88| 154 308 378

Advantageous 492 | 588 | 54.0| 445 286 | 2351 44.1| 385 231 432

Not so advantageous| 188 | 181! 80| 200 429 353382 7.7, 231 135

Don’t know 104 | 69| 34 145 286 | 353 8 385 23.1 54

With respect to the extent of a Japanese degree’s advantage for employment,.
status or salary-increase in students’ home countries, 21.6 per cent responded “‘very
advantageous™ and 49.2 per cent said “rather advantageous” 7

crmingmim A ad b d o adxramtacanmiio 2
reponded "~not SO adavantageous’ .



Tuziwan, and South-east & South Asia, while areas where Japanese degrees are not
so advantageous are Australia, New Zealand, and North America

To the question: “Do you think that there is any problem to be solved in foreign
students’ obtaining an academic degree in Japan?”, 45.3 per cent of all students
responded “Yes”, while 14.9 per cent said “No”. In this area, serious problems seem
to be felt by students especially in the field of humanities, social sciences and educa-
tion. According to foreing students’ comments, improvement in the following four
points has been proposed:

i) Doctors’ degrees shouid be made more easiiy obtainable, especially in the field

2) The traditional concept of “doctors’ degree’” which is conferred only on an
outstanding academic achievement should be changed to more course work-
oriented system like American Ph. D.

3) The procedures and standards for obtaining doctoral degrees in Japan are
unclear and should be clarified so that they are understandable to foreign stu-
dents.

4) Improvement in instruction and guidance for obtaining doctor’s degree should

e mrada
UC llauc,

The Evaluation of Japanese Higher Education

63.5 per cent of all of the students indicate that “‘in general, Japanese universities
have reached international academic standards’. Only 13.7 per cent did not agree
with the statement. Students in the natural sciences are more favorable than those in
the humanities and social sciences. Students from Asian countries tend to be more

favorable to Japanese academic degrees than those from North America and Oceania.

international academic standards.”

{%)
Field of Study
Response | Total . . . .
) | ooy | Sence | ngineer | A8 | Health | ducation
1) YES 63.5% 478 53.1 742 725 60.3 79.3 52.6
2) NO 137 232 222 9.7 6.9 132 5.2 184
3) D.X. 228 29.0 24.7 16.1 20.6 26.5 155 289




™m é¢ ] 3 h ++ +4 + +h
To the statement that “Japanese universities are paying enough attention to the
g (13 2
, on 1t of the respondents said “yes”,

problems in developing countries’, only 18.4 per cen
while more than half (51.2%) responded nega
seen both in the field of study and national origins. It seems that Japanese universities

ative answer. The similar trend was also

are considered aloof from the problems of developing countries.
Unexpectedly, a majority (56.5%) did not agree with the proposal that “Japanese
universities should provide foreign students with classes taught in English”. Only

However, more than 50 per cent of students from

o

7.6 per cent supported the idea

“strict™ (34 1%) and “don t know” (33 5%) Only 18.4 per cent of all the respond-
ents agreed with statement: ‘“In general, Japanese professors are indifferent to foreign
students”, while 64.3 per cent did not agree. Concerning attitude of Japanese stu-
dents, nearly 70 per cent (69.8%) of all the foreign students agreed with the statement:
“Japanese students at my graduate study are cooperative in my study”. Only 18.4
per cent responded with a negative answer.

Finally, as to the evaluation of study abroad in Japanese university, 90.2 per cent

A Clyrmamer ThnlaafH:12? o 661 106,170 PRV S 1L S [T PN
of all the respondents answered ‘“very helpful” or “helpful” to the questios Do
you think what you have studies at the Japanese graduate school will be helpful

General Comments of Foreign Students

At the end of the questionaire, we asked for general comments or proposals
concerning on higher education, faculty members, administration and students in
Japanese universities on the basis of their experiences as a student. 62 per cent (303

people) of ail the respondents wrote their very frank comments. The languages used
by them were English (126 people), Jap“ i

=
Q
=
[¢]
o
-)

—~

Y
these comments are varied, but could be classified as followin
(I)  The problems in the preparation and receiving foreign students (the attitudes
of Japanese society and people torward foreign students; cultural and educational
exchange programs in Japan; the possibility of internationalization of higher educa-
tion; the existence of racial discrimination in Japanese society; Japanese attitude
to international relationship; and so on).

4

(II) The lack of information and knowledge of studying in Japanese universities
(IIT) Problems of Japanese languages and Japanese language programs.

(IV) Japanese higher education (including school system, methods of teach ng,
facilities, students, teachers, academic degrees, and so on)

(V)  Proposals for policies concerning foreign students (policy for foreign students;
improvements in institutional systems; living and learning expenses; the way of the



allocation of foreign students to the institutions by the Ministry of Education; housing
problems, and so on).



#®

I8
din

H BB
ol W
Jin Jafn Jfo

#

g
Jfn

p
C

®

B BERE

N
[

#®

* BB BB

#

afn

5
<

# B

BEE B

W
il

-—t

N

Jin Jin 4\1?1

»
(4]
din

N

dﬂ,l dio Jio

N

D O o ~N P

= (19,

Jjn dain

Jin

Jin ap an Jp

o dfo

Ry S

.....

( 1976.
(1977.

/ an=

L 19,

(1977.

8)

(%] W NN - [>- I/ N o ~N © [{=]
~— S~ ~— S ~— N ~—

O W N = o
R N

o0 W W
~

<©©
~—

"

N N N

Ny -

Yol AKREOH)F 2T 5 BRBEANY FT7 o 7 196-67 LD
------ KEFMERER (FRR )
FAYOKRFICED B Institute BB OB ICET 2 &5
...... ﬂ % g éE
BEHBICET 2 FBINEMEZRE e = A O\ )
ﬁﬁﬁ@[ﬁ%ﬁ')*;?ix .............................. 1:2 J/“\ %: f[ﬁg}{]
T A Y ALEREOEERFICET 2 ELER
----- - B8 E k)l E B OEER)
Yky JRAKEOH ) F 275 A HE2FHNY FT v 7 196-61 X0
""" KEHBHE Y £ - (FRR )
SR SRR - BRI e REZBWFR Y £~ (TR )
NA WA LS AR OB -V T2 kAL E LT
------ FH - Bk O & E
LB KRSFESFICBT BER « #HEE, KE¥k s L OCRAHIE REER
R ¥R F ORCHE )
EEEEAE R OREE-H ) F 27 28Rl Il E &
KB SR GIC B A CERE g, e EEN M OZ0H )
KEEBT « SALICEET BHRRRE v EEZMN M OZCH )
T A Y HTEKBHESWES | I¥ERFEDILD OEEXE
£ E R UHERD
SEAAERGRTE o AHAIEE(D) ceeeeeeeeeeeeeenees KEXBFHE Y 22— ( )
BREERK < I ARAE OAFT S B ICET 2 BHBORE - R
BEEREDEKERE BEICET 2EHRORBEMNE
hgﬁa‘&gt@mﬁ_ ........................ Ll'.l 7DQ {32 -
BN Ty =Y REOERFRAVF 27 L e W B O ZUERERD
E*D‘y/\@ﬁ_/—t@%%ﬁf ........................ % Fg ;H: ﬁ
FEOEEEY OEABRE - H - £ R A
KERE « ZAIEIBICET 2 ERIE e F B E BCOE)
KEORRILAED ST —B3E( VLEE )HEEELDOTE —

------ KEHBERE L Z - ( F )
KEHEXBICET A7 v 7 — MR —-EEBRPIBI 3EEDERER -~
E+m = BB - B -5 & A
18 -

B A R KB-5 : b
Hﬁk%‘/%%ﬁf&ﬁ?m%}ig ..................... x B F &

EBBEBAZOHERE - RERSE- - EFHEBE Y70 W )
EERFEFADBEEEETR - Ty - MEELS

B I E - B — KB-FH N S
EEALERYL S _ zZ RS LIISE . A A ( 1075 4R ) I BELS DI —
(=T s il S TSR0 M0 w2 [ e v R ] A A9 T N LUV T ) W s IN Vs aaEsK
------ KEBZEMFT Y2~ ( R )
KEF DM EE K%Té%AmH%§~-m%-@g7nv;7b( Mo
BEHE A ) F 2 7 LICET B e LI S= =/ G TR
BRI - FEMAZEOAFEME BRICET 2 EROBE - V%
—ZD2HWAARDBEA — o s E -

BRSO AHERBICB Y 52 BRABELEBT ICET 2 /E - WK
— LB KF—BABFRBRCBY 2 BEFEHBICETE T 7— b o—

- 125 -




--------- BHAHBERET 0D - 7 b (GBI v )

FINE (19717.6 ) BADTHFI v «+Fa7 29 ¥gy
- WEKRBICEBY 2HFEER O LFEEE - K F O %
E35 (1017 § ) KFICBULEMHKE -F 50 ( 1976 FF ) MEEEDTH -~
--------- KFBZERAEL 2 - ( B )
#3255 (1978 8 ) KFOEEL —#6E (1977 4£E ) I IEEES | D& -
--------- RKEHBEHELEZ-( F )
35 (197810 ) FAEOKRFICBY BEBRHR — &< KT AV AAEEADLELT-
e BEMN M O Z-K B W KB B OO ‘
5345 (197811 ) HERBICK T 3BERRPEICHT 2 BRMELE 0BIR - BE(0)
—EERFOEFERLE LT
--------- EEMNEENSEEME Y 2 7 b
F S (197811 ) HERBICEY ABEMRFAICHT 2 BRBELBTOBRIR & FED
—-HMNREMKBONED C ~
-------- EEMEENEABWE Y 2 7 b
B3 E (1979, 2 ) [EEKFESIMEMIBIES e KB WIREE ST Y 2 4 b
¥ 315 (1979, 5 ) FEAEICBY 3—REE B L UORERIHTHBRED A
--------- BENFEENHEEHE T 2 Y 7 b
FIBE (1979, 7 ) EEEMSROBENREEEE - RRRREEECIIE, =M ha
55305 (1979.10 ) #usAt& & A% —-SBT7H ( 198 EE ) FIEEELDTE -
--------- KEHBREL 2 - ( )
®A0s (191911 ) RELHBRESOMEERICET 2 BEFLID)
—[EBAS¥HBFEERE - - A¥LHMBHSLS T Y22 b (HEAFS)
%#H%(wmnz)k#w@%&ﬁm%?%iﬁ@ﬁ,rk¥@@%m17n/1abt W)
F425 (1879.12 ) KREE#BRASOME#EREICEET 2 HEN M
— WIRAER O R¥FE - RELHEBGSE oY 27 b (FHk #)
E4as (1080 1) HAQKRZICBY 2AEAEKE - 2EBAEEROME-
--------- [ KEFOEBL | 7oV )
55445 (1980. T ) KRZF&HISMSOMBERBICEET 2 REN M
—[REARFEMEAR - - RFEIHEBHES T oY 27 b (BIIER)
A5 5 (1980, 7 ) AEEEBICETIMESG ol B OB OZOHE D
56465 (1980. 9 ) ERIRFAICHT 2 —MHEBFOHIR & RE
BEMNEENEBERE 0 Y = 7 b
58415 (1980.11 ) FESEHOKRZI B BAEAZZOLER
—HIE L KRR~ e EZN M Z
485 (1981, 7 ) —}@5&;@@%% ¢(§§-§~5X§fgﬁ ..................... N [ féjﬁ =)
%49 5 ( 1981. 8 ) ﬂ"?’*i%%@ﬁﬂju ....................................... oW o8 Hh(H D
505 (1981.10 ) KEITEB T 2% EMEE (Teaching) 2% % 52— 9[O (19804F i)
MEERESDEEFE— e RKEZBWHFEL 42— #H )
5615 (1982 1) 19fHIC BT A RIHEDOFIBEILE REWE oo B (HF)
KEHFEX /) —F BEBERES 19824 2 %7
%7 BAE KEHEHFR v x— SRTIKRTETITAL-S Y
T, (U2} 241 —1 221 (Haxr (Ub)
e = . e = e LBTHXTFHE3ITH2-29
W = Ty = = (082)244-111 0 (R)




A SURVEY OF OPINION AMONG FOREIGN STUDENTS
CONCERNING JAPANESE GRADUATE EDUCATION

CONTENTS
preface
I. Purposeand Method . .. ... ..ottt ittt ittt
O o T oo O
2. Method .. ... . e e e
3. Demographic Information . ......... ... . .. . i i i e
4. Way of Analysis . ...t i ittt it i e e e e e e e
. ResearchFindings . ......... ... . i i
1. Choice of Japan for Study Abroad . . ........... ...,
2. Choice of University in Japan . . .. e
3. Entrance Examination to Graduate Schools. . ......................
4. Education and Guidance in Graduate Schools
5. Academic Degrees . . ... ... i i i e e e e e
6. The Evaluation of Japanese Higher Education . .....................
7. The Evaluation of Study AbroadinJapan . ........................
III.  Relationship between Understanding of Class and

<

=

=

VIL

Satisfaction of Graduate Schools . . . . . . v v i it it it et e e e e

Appendix: Questionnare of theSurvey ........... ... .. ... .. .. .....

English Summary . .... ... ... . . i i e e




No. 52 (February 1982)

A Survey of Opinion among Foreign Students
Concerning Japanese Graduate Education

R.LLH.E. Joint Research Project onthe
Internationalization of Higher Education

RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
HIROSHIMA UNIVERSITY Hiroshima, Japan



