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A National Survey of Opinion among Foreign Teachers

at Japanese Universities and Colleges

Joint Research Project on the
Internationalization of Higher Education
Research Institute for Higher Education

(R.I.LH. E)
Hiroshima University, Hiroshima, Japan

February 10, 1979

Dear Sir or Madam:

We should like, if we may, to ask for your cooperation in the opinion survey for this project,
which we believe could be of considerable importance for the future of higher education in Japan.
Your views will be of the utmost assistance to us, and indeed are essnetial to the proper completion
of the project.

The ultimate aim of the project is to encourage a wider and freer exchange of sholars and
teachers between other countries and Japan, so that Japanese higher education, often criticized as
parochial and closed to outsiders, may be more genuinely internationalized. Naturally, the first step
is to find out how those teachers from abrad who are already working in Japan feel their living and
working conditions. This national survey has been prepared with this view in mind.

The Research Institute for Higher Ecucation, founded in 1972 at Hiroshima University, is the
only national center in Japan doing research primarily into higher education, and this survey will be
a major joing research project of the Institute. Its aims are solely to further research in the area, and
its statistical findings will be published in our journal, but we hope that it will lead to a general im-
provment of foreign teachers’ conditions and status.

We should like, finally, to assure your that your answers will be treated as strictly confidential.

We are interested only in statistical relationships, and shall under no circumstances report reponses on
an individual or departmental basis. Any special markings on your form are solely for internal data

processing.

We shop that you will find the questionnaire interesting to answer, and should be grateful if

you would compiete it and return it to us by the end of February 1979.
In anticipation, we wish to thank you very mush for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

7 i
Kazuyuki KITAMURA
Associate Professor, R. I. H. E.

Project Cordinator



List of Project Members

Ikuo AMANO, Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Nagoya University

Takekazu EHARA, Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Nara University of Education

Fujio IKADO, Professor, Institute of Philosophy, Tsukuba University

Minoru ISHIZUKI, Professor, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Tenri University

Kazuyuki KITAMURA, Associate Professor, R. I. H. E., Hiroshima University, Project Coodinator
Tetsuya KOBAYASHI, Professor, Faculty of Education, Kyoto University

Koichi MARUYAMA, Associate Professor, Research Institute for Comparative Education and
Culture, Kyushu University
Akira MIY AKE, Professor, College of Liberal Arts, International Christian University

Shigeru NAKAYAMA, Lectu

Akira NINOMIY A, Lecturer, Faculty of Education, Hiroshima University

Yutaka OTSUKA, Research Assistant, R. I. H. E., Hiroshima University

Yasumasa TOMODA, Associate Professor, Faculty of Human Sciences, Osaka University
Toru UMAKOSHI, Associate Professor, R. I. H. E., Hiroshima University

Yoshihito YASUHARA, Researcher, National Institute for Educational Research
Nobuyuki YUASA, Associate Professor, Faculty of Letters, Hiroshima University
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at Japanese Universities and Colleges

Joint Research Project on the
Internationalization of Higher Education

Research Institute for Higher Education
Hiroshima University
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How to complete the questionnaire

Where a choice of answers is given, please circle the number for the answer you consider closest
to your view.

Where a line is given for written answers, please use English or Japanese if possible.

If this is not possible, we should be glad to receive answers in Chinese, French, German, Korean

or Spanish.

When you have completed the form, please return it to the following address, using the stamped
envelope enclosed herewith, by the end of February 1979.
In anticipation, thank you very mush for your cooperation.

Research Institute for Higher Education
Hiroshima University
1-1-89 Higashi-senda-machi, Hiroshima City 730

Staff concerned in this prnier‘t;

vaii LRIV OIIITN 22 VARLS Vvl

Kazuyuki KITAMURA (Associate Professor)
Toru UMAKOSHI (Associate Professor)
Yutaka OTSUKA (Assistant)

Telephone: 082241-1221 ext. 822/709

NAnOAAN AN ™

or 0822-43-7193



QUESTIONNAIRE

Questions concerning your work are all related to your institution

of full-time emplyment only

Q1: Institution where you are employed on a full-time basis:
Department or course (gakka, katei or senko)
Faculty (gakubu)
University (daigaku)
Q 2: Date of birth:
1. 1950 orlater 2. 1940-1949 3. 1930-1939 4. 1920-1929
5. 1919 or earlier
Q3 Sex:
1. Male 2. Female
Q4: Nationality:
Q5: Present acadamic specialization (please write the name of the academic specialization, and
also circle the number of the field of the field of studies to which it belongs):
1. Language 2. Literature 3. Other areas in the humanities 3. Social sciences
5. Natural sciences 6. Engineering 7. Agriculture 8. Medical sciences
9. Others
Q6: How long have you been employed at the institution?
1. 1yearor less 2. 1to2years 3. 3toSyears 4, 5to 10 years
5. 10 years or more
Q7: Please list the courses you teach at your institution.
Undergraduate
Graduate
During the last term, how many hours per week did you spend in formal instruction in class?

Qs:

(Give actual, not credit hours)

hours per week




Q9: Isyou spouse with you in Japém?
1. Yes 2. No

Q 10: How many dependent children are with you in Japan?
1. None 2. One 3. Two 4, Three or more

Q 11: Do you have any problems concerning the education of your children here?
1. Yes 2. No

If the answer is ‘Yes’, please state the nature of the problem:

Q 12: How were you recruited by your institution? (Please choose one answer)
1. Through personal contact
2. Through an intermediate agency

3. By applying directly to the institution

4. By any other method:
Q 13: What were your reasons for coming to teach at college or university in Japan?
1. Academic or professional reasons
. Interest in Japanese studies

. Fondness for Japanese life and culture

. Better living conditions than in home country

2
3
4. Difficulty of finding employment in home country
5
6. Chance

7

1.-Very good 2. Good 3. Not very good 4. Poor

a) speaking: 1 2 3
b) aural comprehension 1 2. 3 4.
¢) reading: 1. T 2. 3. 4.

(b): Does this affect your ability to teach?
1. Yes 2. No 3. Don’t Know.
Q 15: What is your present academic position?
| 1. Professor (kyoju)

2. Associate or Assistant Professor (jokyoju)

w

. Instructor (koshi)



4. Assistant (joshu)

5. Visiting Professor (kyakuin kyoju)

6. Full-time Foreign Lecturer (gaikokujin kyoshi)
7. Other

Q 16: What kind of appointment do you have here?

1. Regular with tenure (full-time staff with guarantee of life-time employment)
2. Regular without tenure (full-time staff employed for a limited period of time by

contract)

3. Visiting
4, Other

Q 17: What is your status as a faculty meeting (kyojukai) member at your institution?

Q18: a)
b)
Q19: a)
b)

1. A full voting member
. A partial voting member

2
3. A non-voting member
4. An observer

5

. Not at all
6. Other

How much opportunity do you feel you have to influence the academic policy concerned

with your teaching?
1. A great deal
2. Quite a bit
3. Some
4, None
How do you feel about this situation?
1. Satisfied
2. Dissatisfied
At your institution, do you have someone Japanese with whom you can discuss your

problems freely?
1. Yes 2. No

T€ aiir anQwer i Ve’ nlag ooifue
11 your answer is " Yes', piease spemfy.

1. Dean or department chairman
2. A colleague

3. A student




4. An assistant or secretary
5. Other

disagreement with each of the following statements.
a) Most students in my class are generally satisfied with
my way of teaching.
b) Japanese students would prefer to avoid foreign

teachers’ classes because of the linguistic difficulties.

Yes No

Q20: In general, how do you feel about Japanese student? Please indicate your agreement or

Don’t Know

(o]
N
S

¢) Japanese students are generally creative and are willing
to make their own judgement.

d) In general, I get on well with my students.

: Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with your salary?

1. Very much satisfied

2. Satisfied

3. Not satisfied

4. Very Dissatisfied

: In general, how do you feel about your institution?

1. It sutis me very much.

2. It suits me reasonably well.

3. It is not the place for me.

: What type of housing do you have now, and what type of housing would you prefer?

Have now  Would prefer
a) Purpose-built foreign teachers’ collective residence 1. 2.
b) Private accomodation 1. | 2.
c) L. 2.

Independently-located university accommodation

* The Japanese academic marketplace is closed to foreign

scholars.

DN

w

following statements, as

il SLGIVALITAILS s GO

Strongly agree

. Agree, with reservation

iQaoy

. Strongly disagree

,.._
N
w
N



* In general, Japanese faculty members are indifferent

to foreign colleagues. ' . 2. 3. 4
* Foreign teachers should have the same voting rights as

Japanese colleagues. L. 2. 3. 4.
* My impression of Japanese colleagues is that they are

enthusiastic about teaching. . 2. 3. 4

I would be happy to continue teaching here in

the long term. . 2. 3. 4
* ] feel the academic structure and facilities at my

institution is suitable for effective teaching. 1. 2. 3. 4.
* Japanese professors are generally research-oriented. 1. 2. 3. 4

Administrative clerks understand the problems of foreign

teachers. . 2 3; 4.

Q 25: At present, foreign scholars my not, by law, be appointed as regular faculty members at
national and public universities in Japan. However, a new bill, intended to allow foreign
scholars to be employed permanently and to participate in staff meeting (though probably
with limited voting rights) is before the Diet.

a) Were you aware of the new bill?
1. Yes 2. No
b) Do you think the introduction of the bill desirable?
1. Yes 2. No 3, Don’t know

c) Please add any comments on the introduction of the bill, if you wish to:

Q 26: What improvements in your situation do you consider desirable?

1. Very important

2. Fairly important
3. Not so important
* An increase in salary 1. 2. 3.
* Better housing 1 2 3.
* Participation in the decision-making process 1. 2. 3.
* Security of status . 2. 3.
* Health insurance 1 2. 3



* Improvement of teaching conditions 1. 2. 3.

* Pension rights and retirement benefits . 2. 3.
Q 27: We should appreciate it if you would comment quite freely, and make any proposals you
think valuable, on higher education, faculty members, administration and students in
Japanese universities and colleges, on the basis of your experiences as a teacher here. (Please

write in Chinese, English, French, German, Japanese, Korean or Spanish.)

Please accept our thanks for your cooperation.
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