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Reflections at Departure

Don Westerheijden
(Senior Research Associate at Center for Higher Education Policy Studies (CHEPS),

University of Twente, The Netherland)

Looking back on three months at RIHE may become easy after three years, but at the moment
of writing, on my last day in Higashihiroshima (a name I still cannot type without checking it thrice),
the mind is too full of impressions to single out what has been the decisive insight or moment that I
take away from this study visit. I have ensured that there would be very many impressions: not only
by contacts within RIHE, but also outside it, so I owe this problem of the full mind to myself.

The professional contacts outside of RIHE were with other higher education researchers around
the country, which familiarised me with the excellent shinkansen between Hiroshima, Tokyo and
even Sendai (‘Ganbaru Tohoku!' as it said on the t-shirts), with stops along the way, such as in
Nagoya. These visits gave me a chance to get insights into current trends in Japan’'s higher
education system, academic life and culture from various points of view: inside and outside of
universities (NIER) inside and outside of mega-city Tokyo (for some the only place to live, for others
the source of power and reform), public and private institutions (Hiroshima, Tohoku, Nagoya and
briefly Tokyo on the public side, Meiji and Oberlin on the private). For comparative study of
academic rituals, it was also highly instructive to attend the conferring of the Ph.D. degree to Hada-
sensei, my kind ‘local mentor’.

If I have not been as successful as I had hoped in advance in reading half the RIHE library or
writing a large piece on a topic that was until now new for me, there are three things to blame:
myself in the first place, the immense size of the library in the second place and thirdly the internet.
Foreign study visits are not the time for lonely, deep thought and undisturbed reading that they
once used to be, now that one remains connected with home and the home university by e-mail,
Firefox, Facebook, Twitter and Skype? the number of channels indicates how hard it is to cut all
connections. Moreover, I did not want to cut all connections, of course! (That is where my part of the
blame begins.)

Still T have found time to breach some new ground for myself, which will become visible in
future publications. Besides, I hope to have contributed something to RIHE's debates by showing a
European mirror on issues in several seminars and papers.

Finally, all of the above has given rise to firm plans to continue and expand our cooperation, in
the spirit of the four centuries old Japanese-Dutch connection. The friendly atmosphere among the
colleagues and the excellent support from the staff make me look forward to it!

And I did not even mention the joys of food and drink or the thousands of pictures from the
weekend trips yet:--

(T2 AT NMNA T VHER, PH2IFIADNSLIH ETIRERFHNEANZER E LTy & — I3RS
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