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Second Australian Visits RIHE

Anthony Welch (The University of Sydney)

Continuing the strengthening of links between RIHE and Australian Higher Education
researchers, RIHE hosted a Visiting Professor from the University of Sydney, Australia's

Anthony Welch arrived here in late November 2003 for a 3 month stay, and was most
grateful for the warm welcome, in contrast to the chilly conditions. Within the first few

weeks of his stay, he was enabled, through RIHE, to attend an OECD/MExXT conference on the Future of
Universities in Tokyo. He was also pleased to take part in a RIHE sponsored conference on "Organizational
Reforms and University Governance: Autonomy and Accountability”, to which he contributed a paper on the
theme of Accountability or Accountancy? The well attended conference drew participants from China, Korea,
Japan, the UK, Australia, Hong Kong, and Viet Nam, and led to some stimulating debates.



Once having settled in, he was able to work intensively on a major research investigation into Cross Border
Trade in Educational Services, in particular GATS, and the implications for China and ASEAN. This took some
time, but proved to be fascinating, and lengthy. As a result of interest in this work, he presented the results of
this research at a specially convened regional meeting of the Japan Comparative Education Society in mid
February, with participation from Mongolia, Cambodia, as well as Nagoya, Tokyo and of course Hiroshima. A
well attended meeting led to intensive discussion about the move towards commodification of higher Education,
the implications for Japan of internationalisation, and issues of regionalisation.

Also while here, he managed to complete a set of institutional case studies of internationalisation of higher
education, for the Korean MoEHRD, and an article for SANG-SAENG, a UNESCO publication, largely about
issues of globalisation taken up in his recently published book (Globalisation and the RE-structuring of Education
and the Pacific (2003). Also completed was a chapter on contemporary reforms in Korean higher education, for
a forthcoming book on East Asian Higher Education.

A particular pleasure was to participate with RIHE colleagues in the 8 Nation Conference on Enhancing
Quality and Constructing the 21st Century Higher Education System, held in Hiroshima in February. The well
organised and well attended conference drew participants from the USA, China, Australia, Switzerland,
Thailand, Singapore, UK, Korea, and a number of other countries, and was opened by Taizo Muta, President of
Hiroshima University. Lively discussions ensued on aspects of Japanese reforms in higher education, as well as
connnections to developments in other parts of the world.

Although there was little time to experience some Japan's many delights, Professor Welch departed with a
sense of having made new friends and colleagues, and of having deepened relations with existing colleagues. He
enjoyed meeting many bright and able young researchers, and graduate students, and was most grateful for the
unflagging support from both administrative and library staff. It is hoped that this stay will lead to further
collaboration, between researchers in our two countries. Sayonara, and Arigato Gozaimashita!
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