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Diversification of Admissions System in
Higher Education in Taiwan

Toshihiko SUGIHARA *
Junichi NAGATA **

In this paper, we focus on the diversification of the admissions system in Taiwan — in particular, on the “Fan
Xing Project” and the academic and career counseling offered in high schools. For over 40 years, a single
unified entrance examination was conducted for admission to Taiwanese higher education institutions. This,
however, changed with the implementation of a diversified admissions system that was developed in the last
decade; this new system is mainly driven by the Ministry of Education.

The new admissions system — the “Fan Xing Project” — was initiated in 2007 by twelve leading national
universities in order to diminish the inequalities in university admissions to higher education institutions
across different areas. It is expected that this project will enable more people from disadvantaged areas to
enter these leading universities. In 2007, of more than 3,000 applicants, 675 were selected for admission to
these twelve universities, where the recruitment capacity of thel2 universities was totally 786. In 2008, 25
universities (more than twice the figure in 2007) joined this project, and the recruitment capacity increased to
1,742. As a result, 1,450 applicants were finally selected from the whole area. In every prefecture where the
national high school exists, there is at least one national high school that has a student who was selected
through this project; further, through this project, many applicants from private high schools in different areas
were selected. On the other hand, the number of applicants selected from large population centers — Taipei,
Kaohsiung, etc. — increased; this is due to the large number of high schools in these cities. Hence, on the
surface, it seems that the purpose of the “Fan Xing Project” has partially been achieved.

A criticism, however, pertaining to the inequality seen in high schools has arisen. In the “Fan Xing
Project,” the relative capability levels of applicants for each subject in high school are important parameters in
the selection procedure. Some argue that applicants with lower capabilities might get selected if the average
scores of their schools are low. Several leading high schools have, therefore, not adopted this project.
However, most people have accepted the “Fan Xing Project” as an effective approach for improving the
educational environment of the whole of Taiwan.

Examinations testing the achievements of students in the basic learning subjects in high schools play a key
role in the admissions system, which operates in two ways — one is provided by examinations with
recommendation and one by testing basic and advanced subjects without recommendation from high schools

or by themselves. In both cases, students have to take examinations measuring their basic capabilities of
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learning subjects studied in the first and second year in high schools. In contrast to the Japanese system, their
examination scores are adjusted for different groups according to their group scores. It is this relative score,
not the absolute value of the score, that is used for the admission decision. Another difference is the number
of application of universities made by any one student. In the way of testing basic and advanced subjects, one
student can apply 100 units of recruitments. Therefore, counseling on choice of college becomes a different
matter for Japanese and Taiwanese high schools.

In the context of diversification, results of the “Fan Xing Project” will become clear in the future. The
universities involved with the project may analyze the students’ scores according to the subjects of their
educational programs in universities. It is also pointed out that the need for a support system that is suited to

the diversity of students in universities has assumed greater significance.





