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On the Chinese Government’s
“Postgraduate Scholarship Program (5000)”

Toshiyuki SATO™

In early 2007, the Chinese government announced the “Postgraduate Scholarship Program (5000)”
otherwise known as the “5000 PhD Project.” The project intends to send 5,000 of the brightest students
abroad to gain doctorate degrees over 5 years.

There is already another overseas study program in place, and when the 1,000 students from this program
are included there is a grand total of 6,000 students being sent overseas every year.

One of the distinctive features of this project is that while the Chinese government provides living expenses
for the students in the form of scholarships, they would like tuition fees to be waived at the institutions abroad.

In 2007, the first year of the project, due to insufficient preparations, a total of just 3,952 of the target
number of 6,000 Chinese students were sent abroad. Of these, 403 received their doctorate degrees at
universities abroad, while the remaining 3,549 students returned home to China to gain their degrees from
Chinese universities after research studies lasting from a half-year to 2 years at universities abroad.

The United States admitted the most students at 1,977. The next highest was the United Kingdom at 358,
followed by Canada (286), Australia (172), Germany (295), and Japan, ranking in at number 6 with 181
admitted students.

It has now been two years since the project began, and very recently the results for 2008 were made public.
This article combines an analysis of the results of the past 2 years of this project, with an exploration of the

response of Japanese universities to this project and of the issues that lie within.

* Professor, The Graduate School of Letters, Hiroshima University; Director and Professor, Beijing Research Center, Hiroshima University





