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Special Training Colleges and the Higher Vocational
Education System

Keiichi YOSHIMOTO*

Higher Education has expanded through both the growth of traditional university sectors and the emergence
of new sectors in many developed countries since 1970s. Many of the latter, non-university sectors provide
more vocational education, shorter duration of study and opportunities for more non-traditional students than
traditional university sectors. Traditional university sectors also have some areas of educational programmes
focusing vocational education and such areas may be covered by a wide range of sectoral types. Therefore
research questions can be posed: what is higher vocational education and what are the differences in
programmes among the various sectors involved in a given area? Three criteria were selected to discriminate
between ‘vocational’ and ‘academic’ education: the actors controlling a programme, the objectives of a
programme, and the pedagogy of programmes. A discussion of the pedagogy dimension of the special training
colleges in Japan is focused on the qualities and competencies of teaching staff.

In Japan, the special training colleges (Senmongakkou) were inaugurated in 1976 and now have expanded as
the sector with the second biggest share in higher education. As it is controlled by local government, the
guideline is more general than for the university sector which controlled by national government. The
requirement of educational qualifications of teaching staff is for a masters’ degree or equivalent work
experience in relevant fields. As there is no official information on the work experience profile of teaching
staff, this paper reports an investigation of it through analysis of survey data. It is found that the educational
qualifications of teaching staff are lower than those in university and junior college but that half of the teaching
staff have a relevant and sufficient duration of work experience outside the colleges. These results also suggest
two policy implications: (1) upgrading of academic qualifications and (2) faculty development through work

settings are needed.

* Professor, Department of Education, Faculty of Human-Environment Studies, Kyusyu University
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