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Public Investment in Higher Education:
formulation of the Basic Promotional Plan for Education

Toshiyuki SUZUKI*

The Basic Promotional Plan for Education for the next five years starting from 2008 has been formulated
based on the revised Fundamental Law of Education. In the process of formulation of the Basic Promotion
Plan for Education, the pros and cons of setting numerical targets for public investment in higher education in
the Plan became an issue of discussion in the Central Council for Education of MEXT (the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) and in inter-departmental conferences. In the course of
discussions, various kinds of data and issues related to public investment in higher education were made
public. It was ascertained that Japan’s public investment in education ranks very low by international
standards, especially in comparison with that of the United States of America. As a result, members of the
Council proposed that the investment should be nearly doubled by 2025. However under the Government's
expenditure reduction policy, no agreement was possible on numerical targets for public investment. In future
it will be important to achieve general consensus on the desirable scale of public investment in higher
education based on facts. It is necessary to discuss topics such as determining the appropriate scale of
education and research environments, an adequate level of enrolments and proper cost-sharing from each

household.

* Director, Management and Planning Department, The University of Tokyo





