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The Japanese Students Perspectives on
Learning Foreign Languages

Tao LU*

In the spring of 2007, for the purpose of understanding the Japanese students' perspectives on learning
foreign languages, as a foreign language teacher I asked 160 students from Hiroshima University and
Hiroshima Shudo University to write essays On Foreign Language Learning, subsequently a questionnaire
survey was conducted on to this subject. Based on the essays and the questionnaires, this paper analyzes the
Japanese students' views on foreign language learning and seeks to explore advanced methods of teaching
foreign languages. The contents of essays addressed four aspects: (1) some basic issues on learning foreign
languages, auch as motives, meanings, purposes, etc; (2) the difficulties occurring in the process of learning
foreign languages and learning attitudes & approaches; (3) about learning English; and (4) about learning a
second foreign language. This paper is focuses mainly on these four aspects. As the Japanese students' views
on foreign language learning reflect not only the present educational situation, but also their understandings
of intercultural communication, their views provide a basis for, we will discussing of the formation of the so-

called “Japanese foreign language concept.”

* Associate Professor, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Hiroshima University








