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A Study on the New Selecting System for
University Enrollees in Taiwan

Hirotaka NANBU *

Attitudes to the fairness and equity of admission systems in higher education vary depending on the country
or society, and also depending on the period in a given country or society. For example, some may hold the
view that oral examination is advantageous to a specific group, if evaluation standards are not equal for all
applicants. National written examinations are generally regarded as a fair method of selection, but some
consider that, in a situation of social inequity, it may not be fair because it can not take an examinee's family
and educational background into account.

In Taiwan, inequality of university admission between areas has been regarded as a serious problem since
the 1990s, and the selection of applicants recommended by senior high schools was introduced in 1994. This
method was expected to reduce inequality between areas. However, after twelve years experience, the related
officer of the Ministry of Education in Taiwan and the representatives of universities all have judged that this
method is not able to improve sufficiently on the inequality of the former situation because its standards of
evaluation still focus on the results of written examinations.

In September 2006, National Tsing Hua University announced that it would introduce a new admission
method, the “Fan Xing Project.” It was a fact that 60% of students in the university came from only 15
senior high schools and 90% from only 35 senior high schools. The university pointed out that such a
situation was not desirable. So, the purpose of this project was to increase recruitment of students who had
formerly been placed in a disadvantageous situation and so reduce inequality between areas. The “Fan Xing
Project” means that more senior high schools will be well received by society on the issue of educational
attainment, and especially that of entry to universities. Subsequently the Ministry of Education approved this
project and required a further 11 universities, including the National Taiwan University, to adopt a similar
scheme. Finally, 12 universities decided to participate. These 12 universities all are prestigious universities in
Taiwan, so this movement socially had a big influence.

Their selections mainly focus on applicants' results from academic ability tests and their relative orders of
educational attainment in their senior high schools. Each university publishes in advance the standard which
applicants are required to attain. In 11 universities, excluding National Tsing Hua University, those applicants
that reach the standard in the academic ability test are selected for admission according to the relative order of
educational attainment in their senior high school. In National Tsing Hua University, it is an essential
condition of entering their names for select that they meet the requirement of the relative order of educational

attainment in the senior high school and that the applicants pass the academic ability test.

* Associate Professor, Admission Center, Nagasaki University
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As a result, National Tsing Hua University permitted entry of 150 applicants, and the other 11 universities
permitted entry of a further 525: these 525 applicants came from 218 senior high schools.

As there is yet only one year's experience of selecting students by this process, it is not clear whether this
method is effective in reducing inequality between areas. Nor is the impact on undergraduate education clear
either. However, the Ministry of Education has given an affirmative evaluation to this project and has

announced that next year the project would be extended to include 25 universities.





