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The Need for ‘“‘Practical Knowledge-based Teachers”
and their Training as University Professors

Ken SENOH *

Nowadays in Japanese Universities and other higher educational institutions, practitioners in “the real
world”, professionals, such as lawyers, accountants, business executives, researchers and engineers in
industry, and governmental officials, are hired as either full-time or part-time ‘teachers.” This trend is
accelerating. However the reasons why these practitioners are recruited by universities and how they should
be trained as teachers have not been surveyed or researched yet. This paper starts by drawing a view of the
background to this trend. Recent contributory factors arise from the radical changes to the world's needs for
practitioners' knowledge; increasing demand from adult education for practitioners as valuable teachers; and
reform of the universities and changes in their management enabling practitioners to be seen as hubs in
human networks, as interfaces to the real world and as cheaper teaching resources. A discussion of the needs
for practitioners leads to a view that “practical knowledge-based teachers” will be required for the future in
universities, addition to “academic knowledge-based teachers.” There are though some hidden problems that
can be identified and a need for training of practitioner teachers is identified. An example of such a training

course is briefly described. Some issues for future research are indicated.

* Visiting Professor, Center for Collaborative Research, The University of Tokyo





