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A Consideration on the Formative Process
of the Subject ‘Philosophy of Home Economics’
in Japan

Naomi KIMOTO*

This research examines a fundamental shift in the discipline of Home Economics using as a guide the
‘Philosophy of Home Economics’, which defines the formative process of the subject and which is seen as
the backbone of the academic field of Home Economics. The ‘Philosophy of Home Economics’ was
included in the Standard for establishing a college and was regarded as a basic subject of Home Economics,
but there were several problems from the beginning.

To put it specifically, the subject ‘Philosophy of Home Economics’ that in the past was found in Home
Economics Faculties is now disappearing from the curriculum. Consequently, this research examined the
formative and development stages of the subject ‘Philosophy of Home Economics’. From it some
fundamental components emerged.

First is that before the Second World War, when the family system and education of ryosaikenbo (“good
wife and wise mother”) along with it were prevalent, all parts of Home Economics education were devoted to
acquiring skills. Allowing problems at home to become visible and questionable as social problems was not
recognized. For this reason, it was difficult to obtain people responsible for the ‘Philosophy of Home
Economics’ as the necessary theoretical research was not yet developed, and took several years to start.

Second is that there was a problem in that ‘Philosophy of Home Economics’ was a basic subject of Home
Economics but it was not taught by researchers of home economics but instead by those in nearby fields.
Many of those who taught ‘Philosophy of Home Economics’ in the beginning were from the imperial
universities, and they constructed theory and systems by applying their own special fields. These researchers,
from nearby fields, contributed to a heightening dignity of Home Economics through books of the
‘Philosophy of Home Economics’. In other words, by citing other studies which were already systematized
before home economics, systematization of the ‘Philosophy of Home Economics’ was promoted mainly by
way of the imperial universities.

Third is that while the ‘Philosophy of Home Economics’ was established, it was not positioned as a subject
as strong as the other special fields comprising home economics. For this reason, it was limited to training
researchers, which led to its development, though it was unable to increase its size. Furthermore, establishing
a systematic base, which promoted development of the principle (for example, working on a special subject in

respect to the subject after establishment of the teaching certificate law in 1949) was not promoted actively.

* Doctoral Student, Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University



