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A Study of the Reorganization
of the Higher Education of the Nanking Government
in Modern China: Inviting the League of Nations’
Mission of Educational Experts

Manabu HASHIMOTO*

The purpose of this paper is to investigate a section of the higher educational policies of the Nationalist
Government of China, that is the Nanking Government (established in 1927), namely the invitation of the
League of Nations” Mission of Educational Experts in 1931.

The paper focuses on the characteristics of and the higher educational report of the League of Nations’
Mission of Educational Experts, which was organized by the International Institute of Intellectual Co-
operation. The organization of the mission was based on the consent of the Council of the League in May,
1931, in which was discussed requests from the Nanking Government. The mission surveyed from October to
December of 1931 and reported the educational situation in China. The report entitled “The Reorganisation of
Education in China” was composed of the general and the particular, contained a section on higher education.

The first part of the paper describes the characters of those in the mission. The main members of the
mission were four education experts, who represented four nations: C.H. Becker (Germany), P. Langevin
(France), R.H. Tawney (England), and M. Falski (Poland). They were altogether men of learning and
experience, and particularly Becker had experience in the reform of higher education in Preussen.

The second part of the paper inspects the empirical basis for survey by the mission, in particular the
educational trend of the four main members’ mother countries. As everybody knows, after the French
Revolution, various countries in Europe, especially France, Germany and England, pushed ahead with higher
educational reform. In this part of the paper, the writer generalizes on higher education reform in their three
countries from the end of the 18th century to the early 20th century.

The third part of the paper focuses on a section of the mission report, that is the higher education report.
The section consisted of the following parts: 1) general; 2) criticism of organization; 3) criticism of
educational standards and methods; 4) proposals for reform; and 5) conclusion. Their description was
reasoned through discussions with members of educational admission, higher education researches and so on.

As a conclusion, we can confirm the attitude of the mission for survey by the description of the higher
education report. The point is that members of the mission recognized that reform of education should bring
the well-being to China herself, they didn’t have to force their experiences in Europe. They aimed to present

proposals for higher education reform adapted to the tradition and the actual conditions in China.

* Associate Professor, Faculty of Health and Welfare, Hiroshima International University






