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A Study on the Selection of Applicants Recommended
by Schools for Access to Universities in China

Hirotaka NANBU*

The national united university entrance examination has been the main method of selecting applicants who
get into universities and colleges in China. However, there are other routes to entry to a university or college,
for example, selection of applicants recommended by schools, selection conducted by each university
introduced in 2003, and the examination conducted in January. In China, the introduction of selection based
on recommendation, has not only been discussed in recent years, but was also discussed in the age of
conducting the examination called Keju. The purpose of this article is to clarify the transition of selecting
applicants recommended by schools or other units for access to universities since 1949. Focusing on the
admission system in China, the period from 1949 to the present is divided into three phases.

In the period from 1949 to 1965, the Chinese government formed the national united university entrance
examination. After 1952, it was reformed in regard to qualifications of candidacy for the examination, the
contents of the examination and granting preferential treatment to special applicants. In this period, selection
of applicants recommended by schools was conducted only in 1958. At the time immediately before the
Cultural Revolution, the introduction of selection of applicants recommended by schools was discussed, but
many people opposed it because they believed that the result of the entrance examination reflected the relative
abilities of applicants and also that there is a great difference between secondary schools in terms of quality of
education.

Nevertheless, the national united university entrance examination was abolished and a system of the
selection of recommended applicants was generally introduced during the period of the Cultural Revolution.
At that time, the recommending unit was not a secondary school but the work unit to which the applicant
belonged, because graduates of secondary schools were not allowed to enter universities and colleges directly
but were required to have work experience. This system had some problems: for example, a vagueness in the
location of the power and of criteria of selection, and irrational distribution of the quota. In consequence it
caused disorder in society and in universities.

After the Cultural Revolution, the national united university entrance examination was restarted, and
selection of applicants recommended by schools was reintroduced in 1978. In 1985, the Ministry of
Education published a notice which indicated the qualifications recommended and the selection processes;
and in 1988, it enacted a regulation on the selection of applicants recommended by schools. A
comprehensive competence test was introduced in 1998. In 2001, by adopting a principle of “the reduction in

number, strict application of the criteria, the strict enforcement of management”, a relatively great reform was

* Associate Professor, Admission Center, Nagasaki University



374

R
B
i

182 IS

conducted, namely limiting the number of applicants who have the qualifications, and clearing up the
selection process and making public the related information.

Thus, in China, selection of applicants recommended by schools has been regarded as an important and
useful method of selecting university students, and some reforms in terms of the qualifications for
recommendation and the selection process have been conducted to ensure fairness and objectivity in the

selection.



