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A Study of the Necessity of Paradigm Change
of Collegiate Education in Contemporary Japan:
The Significance of “Career Education” as a Core
Subject of Japanese College & University Education

Tsuneo KAZAWA*

In general, social changes are more rapid than school and University reforms. Such a condition is called an
“educational lag” by sociologist Alvin Toffler. In Japan freeters (coined from “free Arbeiter”) and NEETs
(this word is the acronym of “Not in Employment, Education or Training”) are increasing in recent years.
Freeters and NEETs result from the failure of young people to make a smooth transition from school or
university to society. Therefore, assisting this transition to society is a very important issue for Japanese
schools & universities. Promoting fruitful “career education” is necessary in Japan. In this paper, we define
“career” as “a way of life based on one’s vocational life”. Also, it includes three integrated components:
vocational, educational and life careers; these three are related one to another. In this sense, today’s “career”
concept is much broader than it was in former times.

The problem of freeters and NEETs increasing rapidly is a crucial one in Japanese society, because the
Japanese population is decreasing rapidly year by year as a consequence of a falling birth rate. This
diminution of population will result in a short-fall in the labor force; moreover, the national pension system is
expected to collapse in the future, and the activity of the Japanese economy will decrease.

Therefore the Japanese government has made comprehensive career education plans, which have been
developed in various forms. The plans consist of four policies: 1) a new career education plan; 2) higher
career plan; 3) a plan for re-training of freeters; 4) a Japanese version of the “dual system”. Among these, the
third plan in particular is to assist graduate and undergraduate students in their employment. Further, two of
the government ministries are to collaborate in order to implement these plans: the Ministry of Health, Labor
and Welfare and Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry have established and administered “one stop
service centers” or “job coffee” across the country.

University reform in relation to the career education curriculum is required. The university’s missions can
be stated as 1) research, 2) teaching and 3) social services. University education should aim at fostering
useful and independent citizens for the future. Such useful and independent citizens will be effective through
their vocational life in society. In the university we must foster a student’s “career mind”. There are two
aspects concerning this “career mind”. One is the intensity of interest concerning one’s own way of life and

working, namely, “the intensity of intention”; the other is the content of the career itself, namely, “the

* Professor, Faculty of Engineering, Hiroshima Institute of Technology



20054 )i o E M 147

direction of intention”. I would like to insist that fostering abilities for a student’s “career design” or “career
mind” should be a collegiate raison d’étre or mission.

In conclusion in this paper, it is emphasized that at the core of university education, that is, the curriculum
for bachelor’s education in contemporary Japan must be career education which includes the elements of

vocational, educational and life careers.






