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A Study on Higher Education under the Nanking Government:
An Analysis of the Articulation between Secondary
and Higher Education
by the League of Nations' Mission of Educational Experts

Manabu HASHIMOTO"

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the situation of higher education under the Nanking government
(established in 1927), particularly at the time when the League of Nations’ Mission of Educational Experts
surveyed the situation of Chinese education in 1931.

The paper focuses on how the League of Nations” Mission of Educational Experts analyzed the articulation
between secondary and higher education in China. Although no special section pertaining to the problems of
articulation was defined in the report prepared by the mission, namely, “The Reorganisation of Education in
China,” the mission certainly acknowledged the existence of various articulatory problems between secondary
and higher education. These problems were referred to in some parts of their report. In this paper, these
references have been classified into the following three categories: (1) problems regarding the educational
system, (2) problems pertaining to the curriculum and teaching method of secondary education, and (3)
problems concerning the system for entrance into universities or technical colleges.

The first part of this paper describes the articulatory problems regarding the educational system. In
particular, it identifies the following aspects as the articulatory problems: (1) an exclusive triple track system
(general, vocational, and normal education) of secondary education; (2) a restrictive system for advancement
into higher education; and (3) an unbalanced distribution of schools over the country.

The second part examines the articulatory problems pertaining to the curriculum and teaching method
of secondary education. In particular, the mission concentrated on the fact that practical subjects, namely,
subjects concerned with agriculture, technique or commerce, and natural science's subjects (excluding math)
were overlooked in the curriculum and teaching method. Further, they identified that the choice of subject or
field of students advancing to institutions of higher education was influenced by such situations of secondary
education.

The third part of the paper focuses on the problems concerning the system for entrance into universities
or technical colleges. The mission pointed out the drawbacks of the preparatory course of institutions and
higher education as well as those of the entrance examinations conducted by universities. Since in 1932, it
was decided that the preparatory course should be abolished, the most important problem was identified in the

entrance examination that had been unable to adequately screen the applicants.
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In conclusion, we confirm that there were structural problems in the articulation between secondary
education and higher education in China in 1931. However, in the report, the mission provided the following
description: The most serious problem with regard to the educational system in China was that the entire

system had been controlled by the system of higher education.





