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A Study on the Change of University Entrance
Examination System in Postwar Japan:
Particularly after the Ad Hoc Council on Education
in Japan (1984-1987)

Tsukasa DAIZEN"

The following are the indispensable items for institutionalizing a university entrance examination: (1) basic
policy, (2) selection method, (3) date of examination, (4) common test, and (5) number of times to take the
examination. In this thesis, the changes as well as the background of these indispensable items have been
discussed, particularly after the establishment of the Ad hoc Council on Education in Japan.

In this thesis, the following five facts corresponding to the items were clearly revealed.

(1) With regard to the basic policy, the three principles of a university entrance examination (i.e., the
principle of respect for ability and aptitude, the principle of fairness and reasonableness, and the principle of
respect for senior high school education) are firmly maintained; however, certain sentences were added with
the aim of reforming a higher educational system to personality of students and to construct a lifelong learning
society.

(2) A new selection method focusing on the selection of graduate students for a vocational school and
an integrated course as well as the admission office entrance examination were introduced with the aim of
reforming a higher educational system to develop personality of students and to construct a lifelong learning
society.

(3) Regarding the date of examination, after 1984, it was established that entrance examinations should be
carried out as selective examinations from February 1 to April 15.

This period was selected owing to the negative influence of advancing the date of examination on senior
high school education; the date was changed such that an achievement test could be conducted at least on or
after February 1.

This decision to change the examination date was aimed to warn those private universities that held these
examinations in January.

(4) With regard to common tests, to resolve the adverse effects of the difference between universities
or departments that became clear by introduction of the common first-stage examination, the University
Testing Center Examination that a subject could choose according to an entrance examination policy of each

university / department was introduced newly.
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(5) The “separation/division method” was introduced to help to increase the number of times to take the

examination and manage the diverse evaluation standards.

It is believed that the student selection standard of many universities has deteriorated to overcome the
shortage of students owing to the decrease in the 18-year-old population.

Based on the actual facts pertaining to entrance examinations, it can be stated that adequate measures must
be taken to ensure that the quality of university education in Japan does not deteriorate due to the deterioration
of the student selection standard. This is because, in Japan, raising the quality of university education is

considered to be one of the important elements for building the knowledge centered society.








