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The Validity of Employment Rate as an Indicator
of Student Educational Outcomes
Koichi KUZUKI"

At present, in Japan, the interest in student educational outcomes at college has been on a rise owing to the
considerable decline in college-age population and tight financial conditions. However, alongside this increase
in interests, discussions on the desirable roles of an educational outcome indicator and the educational learning
experiences of the students at college, which will determine a considerable part of their outcomes, appear to be
insufficient. Accordingly, each university tends to emphasize its student employment rate that college-bound
high school students and their parents are highly concerned with. However, is it valid to consider employment
rate as one of the appropriate indicators of student educational outcomes?

Consequently, this paper clarifies the validity of student employment rate as an indicator of student
educational outcomes by analyzing how the rate would relate to their educational learning experiences.
The analysis was conducted using the data of the paths taken by senior students after their graduation as an
alternative indicator of the rate, which was obtained from the student questionnaires.

The result of this analysis clearly indicated that the student educational learning experiences appear to
marginally influence the students' chances of acquiring jobs. In other words, it is a likely result that the
student employment rate, one of the objective indicators, will not directly reflect their educational learning

experiences.

* Assistant Professor, Center for Research and Educational Development in Higher Education, Kagawa University





