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Considering the Diversification of Entrance Examination Methods
and Student Recruitment Strategies

Tsuneo KAZAWA*®

Over the recent years, the methods of admission into universities and colleges in Japan have diversified
and can be classified as follows. (1) general entrance examinations: these are mainly implemented through
paper-based tests and have been conducted in most universities and colleges thus far; (2) special entrance
examinations: these include examinations conducted for candidates that are recommended by senior high
school principals and a preferential treatment system employed by certain universities; (3) tests conducted by
the National Entrance Examination Center instead of the Joint Achievement Test; and (4) selection by referring
to entrance examinations conducted by admissions offices, and other such offices and departments.

At one time, general entrance examinations were the most popular method of admissions; however, a
variety of other admission systems for universities and colleges has sequentially emerged in the recent years.

I would like to indicate the following three backgrounds concerning the implementation of the extremely
diverse admission systems for universities and colleges.

First and foremost, the aim should be to expel and correct the educational system that lays unnecessary
emphasis on the students' school records, or in other words, a system that gives importance to deviation value.

Second, I would like to point out the difficulties faced in student recruitment as a result of the decrease in
the population of eighteen-year-olds, who constitute a majority of applicants for entrance examinations, in
Japan.

Third, in Japan, there is a growing need for a variety of students that have been admitted into universities
and colleges through various admission methods. This is because of the vitalization of universities and colleges
on campuses by various students. In other words, students with varying individualities and personalities will
vitalize their university campuses, resulting in a better educational environment for many students.

In this paper, among the various admission methods mentioned above, I would like to particularly focus
on the fourth method —the admissions office (AO) entrance examinations. This method is the most refined
and exceptional method of admission because it allots sufficient deliberation time for selections and permits
registrations for the entrance examination.

In Japan, the AO entrance examination system was introduced for the first time in Keio-Gijuku University
in 1990. Since, the AO entrance examination system has been serially introduced in many universities and
colleges. Moreover, henceforth, this system will be increasingly adopted by other universities and colleges.

What are the merits or advantages of the AO entrance examination system? First and foremost, universities
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and colleges will be able to get and retain a variety of unique students through these examinations. Second,
the institutions will be able to recruit many applicants without the restriction of recruitment terms according to
these examinations, and therefore, they will be able to get and retain the required number of students.

In sum, in this paper, I have considered and argued improvement of the various admissions methods for
universities and colleges. In addition, I have discussed the conditions and certain problems of the student

recruitment strategies in Japanese universities and colleges.





