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The occupation of a university professor can be referred to as an academic profession; this position is also
known by various other names such as academic staff, university teacher, professor, and homo academicus.
Without doubt the academic profession has an extremely important mission and role, serves an equally
important duty, and entails considerable accountability in the current academic reforms. For example,
with regard to the higher education policy, the Central Council of Education issued a proposal related to
the academic profession, pointing out the important status that it holds in society as well as in academia.
In addition, it attempted to rearrange the new positions of academic careers such as professor (kyoju),
associate professor (jun-kyoju), assistant professor (jokyo), lecturer (koshi), and research associate (josju).
The importance of academic work in the twenty-first century, under the present social changes including
a knowledge-based society, globalization, marketization, a universal access of higher education, etc., is
undeniable. Moreover, at the same time, the expectations of the academic profession are bound to increase
in accordance with the increase in the worldwide competition in the field of higher education in terms of
ensuring the quality and productivity of academic work.

At present, the mission, role, duty, and accountability of the academic profession are considered not only
in a nationwide context but also in a worldwide context; hence, it is necessary to conduct an international
comparative research of the academic profession with a focus on its present situation and the possibility of
its development in the future. Through an international comparative approach to the academic profession in
the world, we need to clearly identify the problems and perspectives of the Japanese academic profession in
order to create an individual identity for it in the twenty-first century in relation to mission, role, duty, and
accountability.

This paper aims to deal with the aim, methodology, research organizations, contents, and traits of the given
research project entitled “An International Comparative Study on the Vision of Academic Profession in the
Twenty-first Century,” which has been supported by a scientific grant received from the NASF as a foundation
research (type A) from 2006-2009. In particular, the paper is divided into the following six sections: (1). Aim
of the study, (2). Readiness and preparation of this study, (3). Framework of the study, (4). Conducting of

national and international surveys, (5). Importance of this study, and (6). Concluding remarks.

* Director and Professor, R. I. H. E., Hiroshima University








