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Review and Future Perspective of Research on
Higher Education Evaluation in Japan

Akiyoshi YONEZAWA"

Since 1990s, the research on higher education evaluation has been one of the most popular fields in higher
education research in Japan. This paper overviews the research trends in this field since around 1990, and
gives a perspective for further research. The author analyses: (1) the development of evaluation activities and
the related development of research on university evaluation; (2) dissemination of evaluation practices and
the development of practically oriented research; (3) comparative and area studies on university evaluation
and research on internationalisation of higher education evaluation; and finally, (4) the future perspective for
research on higher education evaluation.

Research on university evaluation in Japan has been transformed from theory and comparative oriented
research to practically oriented research, such as, on how to implement and design the evaluation and
assessment process. Based on governmental policy, the Japanese universities started self-monitoring and
self-evaluation activities from the beginning of 1990s, and then started self-organised ‘external’ evaluation by
invited external reviewers. After the recommendation of University Council for establishment of a ‘third
party’ evaluation organisation independent both of government and higher education institutions, the research
focus moved to the system design of an evaluation system. At the same time, the topics of higher education
evaluation research have diversified into research evaluation, evaluation on teaching, databases, indicators,
etc. After entering the 21st century, international quality assurance became a hot issue and stimulated
internationalisation of Japanese higher education research itself.

Research on higher education evaluation has developed under the sensitive balance between practically
oriented research and analytically oriented research, and between normative and positivist approaches. The
practically oriented publication and academic research is not well distinguished in this field. How to
establish academic research in this field and establishing a functional feedback system on higher education

evaluation in Japan are crucial points for higher education research.
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