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Relation between Universities and Region/Regional
Communities: Literature Review in Japan since 1990

Yuki INENAGA”

The aim of this paper is to review research papers written on “university and the region/regional
community” and have been published in Japan since 1990. The word of “university” in the title means
“higher education” or “higher education institutions”.

These papers could be classified into (1) conceptual framework and theory; (2) traditional issues:
educational opportunity and talent training, and regional allocation; (3) new issues: university-industry
collaboration, lifelong learning and regional development; (4) issues of regional community and higher
education institutions: national universities, public universities, non-university, organizations related to their
region or regional study within universities, and (5) others.

We find the following trends in these areas. (1) Research topics in this area have expanded from
“traditional” functions into “non-traditional” functions, that is, from educational opportunity and talent
training to social services. (2) The area of research on the impact of higher education institutions on the
regions in which they are located have expanded with qualitative transfiguration: from analysis of
expectation/evaluation or analysis of economic effects, to higher education institutions’ effects on regional
innovation systems or clusters through university-industry collaboration. (3) The argument which focused on
classification of sectors in terms of establishments and institutions previously are being further developed
with respect to “non-traditional” functions, especially contributions to their regions and identification by each
institution.

This means, in other words, that the trend of policy reacts on the trend of research. However, there are still
few research papers which clarify the structure of the relevance between higher education and a
region/regional community or clarify the factors which influence various situation of relation/exchange,

except for a few research topics.
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