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The Review of and Prospects for Studies
of the Academic Profession

Atsunori YAMANOI"

The purpose of this review is to clarify the trends of studies of the academic profession in higher education

research since 1990. The object of review covers books available commercially, journal publications of the

Association of Sociology of Education, the Association of Higher Education Research and the Association of

Higher Education including journals of several research institutes and centers for higher education. The

academic profession studies reviewed in this paper can be divided into 4 categories and a number of

subordinate fields.

1.

Academic profession studies under the university structural reforms.

(1) The wide range of development from basic studies to applied studies.

(2) Reconstruction of the relationships among universities, states (nations) and the marketplace.
(3) Internationalization and glonacalization of academic profession studies.

(4) Diversification of academic profession studies.

. Subordinate fields of academic profession studies.

(1) Studies of the training of faculty and researchers.

(2) Studies of the academic marketplace, personnel affairs and mobility.
(3) Faculty studies from historical perspectives.

(4) Studies of gender and minorities.

(5) Studies on faculty development.

(6) Evaluation studies of faculty.

. Tasks and prospects

By consideration through the above themes, the following trends of academic profession studies for 15

years can be identified. First, academic profession studies need to be redefined from the perspective of

structural reform. Secondly, the academic profession has redefined its relationship with states and the

marketplace. Thirdly, academic profession studies have rapidly developed from an international perspective.

Finally, it would be pointed out that the theme of academic profession studies had been growing increasingly

diverse.
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