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A Review and Perspective of Research on
Internationalization of Higher Education

Futao HUANG"

This article is mainly concerned with current research achievements on internationalization of higher
education in Japan. Based on a brief account of publications concerning internationalization of higher
education prior to 1993 in Japan, the article examines the major arguments and research achievements that
have been accomplished since 1994. In particular it focuses on four issues concerning internationalization of
higher education in recent years: redefinition of internationalization and the relationship between
internationalization and globalization; acceptance of international students and education provided for them;
internationalization of the university curriculum; and transnational education. The article concludes by
emphasizing first that research on internationalization of higher education since 1994 has been closely
connected with arguments about globalization or has been conducted in the context of globalization. Second,
that much more attention has been paid to research on internationalization of the university curriculum,
transnational higher education, and quality assurance on cross-border higher education in a comparative
perspective in the most recent years, accompanied by research on international education and issues related to
international students. Finally, in addition to research on internationalization of higher education at a policy
level, research has also been undertaken on internationalization of higher education at an institutional level
and therefore various case studies in individual institutions have been undertaken. However, it should be
stressed that there is still a lack of qualitative and empirical research on internationalization of higher
education in Japan. Moreover, in contrast to many introductions on the current situation of
internationalization of higher education, less research has been conducted on issues such as the role played by
internationalization in the enhancement of higher education, the status of transnational higher education in a
national educational system, and the responses by individual institutions to an increasingly significant
influence being exerted by cross-border higher education and globalization at both national and institutional

levels.
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