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The Progress of Researches on the Connection of
High School Education and Higher Education

Tsukasa DAIZEN"

The purpose of this paper is to review research from 1993 examining the connection between secondary
and higher education.

When research on this connection was reviewed, it was divided into six fields: “Research on career
aspirations of high school students”, “Research on the selection method”, “Research on the subjects of the
university entrance examination”, “Research on the attributes of the candidates”, “Research on the university
life of new students”, and “Research on the entrance examination system in various foreign countries”.

“Research on the career aspirations of high school students” clarifies the features that affect the career
consciousness of high school students and that clarifies the arrangements that these considerations in high
schools. “Research on the selection method” reviews the methods employed in selecting for entry to
university. This is further developed in “Research on the subjects of university entrance examination",
includes a review of changes in the number of entrance examination subjects and of the relation between the
subject chosen at the time of the university entrance examination and college records after university entrance.

“Research on the attributes of the candidates” has mainly been accumulated in regards to equality of
opportunity for college access. This is considered from three viewpoints: the individual graduate class; the
influence of hometown region; and the influence of gender.

“Research on the university life of new students” is in effect a “followup study”. In order to examine the
effectiveness of the various methods of entrance examinations, the university life situation and study result of
college students who were selected by each entrance examination method, are checked.

Finally, reviewing the entrance examination system of many foreign countries shows that research is
progressing quickly in recent years, and especially so in the U.S.

Higher education tentatively seeks ways to equip itself to progress in a knowledge-based society. In such a
situation, each institution of higher education is advancing various measures for achieving educational
success. Those include reexamination of the educational purposes and objectives, educational contents, a
college staff’s man-power development, introduction of self- and external evaluation.

Although a student’s nature was a important factor regulating the results of higher education, entrance
examination research was a field that offered few results in Japan’s higher education research. It continues to
be important that still more research shall be accumulated on the candidates attributes and on the university

life of new students.
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