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Review of Studies on Academic Research in Japan

Akihiro ASONUMA"

This article reviews literature after 1990 on academic research in Japan, focusing on the difference
between studies before 1990 and those after 1990.

As academic research often has been thought to develop autonomously according to its internal logic,
many studies on academic research seem to have focused on the internal aspects of research activities.
However, social environments involving Japanese universities have changed rapidly over the last fifteen
years, and studies focusing on external aspects of research activities also have been conducted. In this article,
the literature is classified according to a framework of ‘internal studies’ and ‘external studies’. While
internal studies include studies about knowledge and scientific communities, external studies include
financial and organizational foundations of research, academic research policy and interactions between
academic research activity and society.

The results of the analysis indicate that external perspectives have been increasingly employed in internal
studies, and that external studies have also been increasing. Studies about collaboration with industries and
universities have especially increased; and most of the studies have not been conducted by Higher Education
researchers but by researchers in other fields such as Engineering or Economics. However, research

analyzing organizations and academic research policies has not been necessarily increasing.
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