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A Perspective of and a Retrospective Review
of Graduate Education Research over Thirty Years

Akira ARIMOTO"

This paper comments on a number of viewpoints in an attempt to provide a perspective of and a
retrospective review of the many books on graduate school and education which have been published in the
thirty years from 1972 to today, and especially in the most recent ten years.

At the outset, graduate school and education in Japan were not well institutionalized for a long time,
through both the prewar and the postwar period, though their necessity was insistently proclaimed.

If we compare the US and Japan, the former had successfully institutionalized its graduate school in terms
of preparing to become a center of learning; while the latter had delayed establishing graduate school and
also delayed preparing sufficiently its institutions, organizations, climates, and behaviors to meet the
conditions for becoming centers of learning. However, by tracing graduate education research in the most
recent ten years, one can easily recognize that its institutionalization, both inside and outside academia, has
reached a stage of maturity through epoch-making developments in various fields of policy, administration,
and practice.

Reforms of graduate education were and are necessary to improve the imbalance between quantity and
quality due to an abrupt plunge into the stage of massification as can be seen in the precedent case of
undergraduate education. Quality assurance meeting international standards have to be undertaken to avoid a
decline in quality owing to inflation in graduate education. For example, an institutional realization of
quality assurance is needed to promoting the new third party evaluation and accreditation system now to be
enforced by the national government. At the same time, there is a considerable degree of organizational
research required for it to be adequately effected.

Burton Clark’s comparative study shed light on the fact that a prototype of the graduate school born in
Germany has been disseminated to France, the UK, the US, and Japan. As a result, the Japanese graduate
school has developed in almost equal rapidly to those in Germany, France, and the UK, but it has not
developed as well as in the US where the modern graduate school first invented and first successfully
institutionalized.

This was true not only at the system level but also at the disciplinary level. Totally speaking, at the present
stage, the pursuit of integration of research, teaching and study initiated as a prototype in the German
university is still problem to be solved in all systems.

In research in graduate education, enhancement of academic productivity is considered to be an important
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matter from a perspective of research, teaching, and service; sufficient concern has been directed to these
aspects. However, as said previously, much attention must be paid to teaching productivity in connection
with massification of graduate education. Insufficient discussion has been conducted about whether graduate
education reform is similar or not to the undergraduate education reform with respect to its contents. For
many years Japanese academic staff were seen to have a research rather than a teaching orientation and the
change in their attitudes towards a teaching, or at least a half research and half teaching orientation, in the last
ten years, has been due to the policy of emphasizing teaching, in the context of declining undergraduate
education.

Following the recent trends of the increasing importance of massification of higher education, educational
revolution, learning-support type teaching, development of graduate education is sure to prosper. On the
other hand, it is damaged by the concurrent effects of increasing trends such as unfillfillment of enrollment
and closed character of institutions.

It would be possible to predict a gloomy future from the many uncertainties such as the trend of
placements at exit, of increasing failure to complete studies, freeter, or “NEET” (Not in Employment,
Education or Training) in students, greater demands for money and resources in graduate schools, etc. Yet
despite these trends, it is true to say that graduate education is now a state of significant development after a
long period of retrenchment; it is expected to develop more in future. Establishment of independent areas of
research is reinforced by this trend.

It is recognizable that over the thirty years, especially the most recent ten years, graduate school reform has
progressed rapidly to the extent that researchers have clarified many problems in the field of graduate
education research. From these studies, we can point to the rise of a digital type of change rather than
analogue changes. Increased international standards and a necessity of reforms are recognized in all areas
related to graduate education. Naturally, comparative study is necessary to relate the trends in other countries
to that in Japan. Planning and policy is developing faster than can be guided by deep analytical research into
the existing situations. In other words, there is appearing an unstable and unhappy relation between research
and policy: while expectation of enhancement of graduate education research including cultivation of models
in relation to new research objects is growing, and the problem of integration of basic science and policy

science also grows.





