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A Review of Studies on University Curriculum Reform
with Emphasis on Undergraduate Education

Masao SEKI*

The object of this paper is to review research trends regarding university curriculum reform, which has
been one of the most important issues in Japanese university education reform since 1990.

In the introduction, analytical viewpoints and framework are established. The analytical viewpoints refer
to: (1) the shift in knowledge and in society; (2) the tension between economic (managerial) logic and
academic logic; and (3) diversification of students and its impact on the role of faculty. The analytical
framework is based on curriculum organization, curriculum development, and curriculum design. The
analysis is carried out in the following categories: basic concepts; liberal education; undergraduate education;
and it is applied to 4 fields of studies (liberal arts, humanities, science, and engineering). The examination is
conducted at 4 levels: system; universities; institutions; and researchers.

In the review section, research trends and reform proposals related to the following 3 themes are examined,
on the basis of the established viewpoints and framework: (1) concept of “undergraduate education”; (2)
curriculum reform in liberal education; and (3) curriculum reform in undergraduate education.

Under the heading issues and perspective, 4 aspects of issues related to university curriculum studies are
discussed: (1) definitions of basic terms and concepts; (2) curriculum reform in liberal education; (3)
university-wide and (4) field-specific issues, in curriculum reform of undergraduate education.

As a result, conclusions can be drawn in 5 areas: (1) utilizing the experiences of the field of engineering;
(2) utilizing studies of the high school curriculum; (3) a necessity for interactive actions among the Liberal
and General Education Society of Japan, the Japanese Association of Higher Education Research, and other
field-specific academic societies; (4) promotion of studies regarding curriculum management; and (5) the

necessity of financial support for educational reform.
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