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A Review of the Higher Educational Policies of the Nanking
Government in Modern China: the Future of Higher Education
as Seen at the Second National Conference on Education

Manabu HASHIMOTO"

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how the Nationalist Government of China, namely the Nanking
Government (established in 1927) tried to reform the system of higher education. The First National
Conference on Education was held in May, 1928 but China was unified only in June, 1928. As a result, the
Second National Conference on Education (1930) was the first occasion when researchers and policy makers
from all over China could come together to make policies for the whole of China.

The paper focuses on the Second National Conference on Education, which was organized by Chang Mon-
lin, who was the Minister of Education between 1928 and 1930. However, this conference would not have
been possible without his previous important contributions to the Chinese educational system, namely 1)
canceling the old educational system, which was based on the French model, in which regional universities
were in charge of all educational matters-including high schools and elementary schools-in a particular region;
and 2) creating several laws and regulations concerning higher education. Chang Mon-lin not only organized
the conference but also invited participants to make suggestions for a new higher educational system for the
future.

The first part of the paper describes the conference itself, emphasizing the characteristics that make this
conference so important, such as being the first national educational conference of the united China, and
being the biggest and best organized conference. As the preparations were properly done by the Ministry
of Education, the discussions at the conference focused on important problems, such as the future of higher
education. After the conference the Ministry of Education put many of the ideas into practice.

The second part of the paper focuses on the planned reforms of higher education. There were 10 sections
considering the following topics: 1) the modernization of national universities (including the buildings and
the system itself); 2) regulating prefectural universities; 3) regulating private universities; 4) dissemination
of knowledge and counseling; 5) raising the level of knowledge of students and saving positions or posts
for graduates; 6) making a strict study abroad system (both students and personnel); 7) establishing more
vocational schools; 8) moral education; 9) establishing more graduate schools and financially encouraging
research and academic excellence; and 10) budget matters.

Compared to the first conference, the Second National Conference on Education had a clear focus and

many of the ideas discussed at the conference were implemented afterwards. Another result of the second
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conference was that education was seen as a whole, and the problems emerging in one area, such as higher

education, were discussed in the context of the whole educational system.



