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Internationalization of University Curriculum:
Case Study of the Chinese Universities

Futao HUANG”

This paper is mainly concerned with the internationalization of university curriculums in Chinese
universities since the 1990s by using the relevant definition and typology established by OECD in 1996.
Based on related official data and interviews conducted in several Chinese universities, the analysis focuses on
two different types of internationalized curriculums: programs for international students and for local students.
On the one hand, the number of degree-conferring programs specifically designated for international students,
mostly in humanities and arts, such as Chinese language, history or Chinese medicine, have greatly increased
over the decade; on the other hand, the number of programs in foreign languages or linguistics, especially in
English language, and interdisciplinary programs such as regional and area studies as well as English-taught
programs for local students, has also grown strikingly. However, compared with the Netherlands and Japan,
there are fewer professional programs at a graduate level offered for international students and programs
leading to internationally recognized professional qualifications provided for local students in Chinese

universities.

* Associate Professor, R.I.H.E., Hiroshima University



