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Internationalization of University Curriculum:
Case Study of the Dutch Universities

Futao HUANG*

With the issue of Bologna Declaration and realization of a European Dimension in higher education,
internationalization of the university curriculum in the Dutch universities has taken on a new appearance.
First, university education has come to be composed of undergraduate and master-degree programs,
characterizing a two-tiered structure. Second, while Dutch-taught programs that are mainly concerned with
cross-culture and foreign languages at the undergraduate level have been largely increased, much more
emphasis has been placed on development of English-taught programs in preparation for international
professions or for those of internationally recognized qualifications at the master-degree level. Third,
internationalized programs, especially English-taught programs, are not only provided as they used to be in
some institutes devoted to international education, but also offered increasingly in research universities and
even in professional universities. Finally, the development of English-taught master programs are regarded as
an increasingly important way to internationalize the university curriculum in the Netherlands and are offered

to both international and domestic students.

[ Associate Professor, R.I.H.E., Hiroshima University



