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What Makes Marks Liberally? : Reorganization of the Faculty
of Liberal Arts, Distribution of Grade Points, and Equity

Masashi FUIIMURA*

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the effects of the reform of undergraduate education, which has
been taking place following relaxation of the regulative standard for universities in 1991. Since then, many
universities have started to reorganize their faculty of liberal arts, to create a new curriculum, to introduce
teaching assessment by students, to publish syllabuses, and to make use of GPA. But, there has been no
attempt to evaluate the relationship between macro level reform and such micro level efforts at each
university.

In order to evaluate the effects of such a de-regulative policy, we use grade point data sets of Niigata
University, which were collected to combine the ratios of grade points, A, B, C and D on each subject,
evaluation methods by teachers and teaching assessment by students in two periods: one was 1993 and the
other in 2001. In 1994, general education was reorganized at Niigata University. Using these data sets,
evaluation of grade points by teachers has been compared between the two periods, and the influences of
class size, faculty affiliation, and methods of evaluation (exam, homework/report, class participation, class
attendance), with the interactive effect of a 2001-year-dummy on the ratio of GPA examined. Box-plots are
used to compare the allocation of GPA’s in each period, and regression analyses are conducted.

The results show that grade points have been marked liberally over 8 years, and that the distribution of
grade points is explained by the 2001-year-dummy and interactive 2001-year-dummy, after controlling for
other variables.

Based on these findings, we argue that generous marks arise from the reorganization of the department of
liberal arts. Of course, innovations and efforts to improve the method of teaching also contribute to the good
marks by students. But, under strong pressure to provide research-oriented reform, in parallel with the
relaxation of the regulative standard, the realities of student ability were concealed by assuming a logic of

confidence in the evaluation of grades given by teachers.
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