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Reforms of Higher Education Undertaken by the
Nanking Government in Modern China:
Early Approaches to Overcoming Challenges
in Higher Education by the Ministry of Education

Manabu HASHIMOTO*

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how the measures for the reform of higher education were taken
and carried out by the Nationalist Government of China (the Nanking Government), established in 1927.
Higher education made rapid progress in the 1930s in China. This progress mainly depended on the policies
carried out by the Ministry of Education (1928-49) under the Nanking Government. It was mainly the
Ministry that laid a solid foundation of higher educational policies at the begining (1928-30). Its first minister
was the Chancellor of the Chekiang Government University, Chiang Mon-lin (1886-1964), who solved a
problem about the university district system, and enacted basic laws and rules on higher education during the
first eleven months (from October 1928 to August 1929) of his term in office (up to December 1930).

The first part of the paper describes the merits and demerits of the University District System, and
describes the repeal of the system by Chiang Mon-lin. The system was established by Tsai Yuan-pei (1867-
1940) in 1927 after the French-model of the “Académie” originated by Napoleon [ . The characteristics of
the system were integrating universities and colleges in the same university district into one big university
and educational administration through the new university. But the system was seen to impinge on the rights
of elementary educational institutions and the basic administrative structures.

The second part of the paper describes enactment of two basic laws and two new rules on higher education
(in July and August 1929). These laws and rules excluded the inconsistencies in ones previously enacted by
the Peking Government (1912-28).

In conclusion, the paper identifies the measures addressing the serious tasks of higher education at the time
establishment of the Ministry of Education were an essential starting point of for reform of the higher
educational system. As a result, the laws and the rules enacted in 1929 by the Ministry of Education became
the foundation for the future development of higher education policies subsequently implemented by the

Ministry of Education.
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