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A Study on the Fixed-Term System for Faculty Members :
Focusing on the Analysis of Prototypes, Length of Term and
Treatment of Reappointment

Atsunori YAMANOI*
Koichi KUZUKI**

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the implementation of the Fixed-Term System through analyzing the
national statistical data from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT).

In 1997, Legislation of the Fixed-Term System for Faculty Members was enacted. The chief characteristic
of the legislation is each institution’s independent “choice” which implies that an institution has a choice of
whether to introduce the system or not. Once the system is introduced, it requires the institution to make
decisions on various items: prototypes, the length of term, the propriety of reappointment. Accordingly, it
could be said that the existing Fixed-Term System has been carried out in a variety forms.

This paper reports an analysis of the current situation, particularly focusing on the introduction stage. The
key findings through quantitative statistical analysis from a perspective of sector, disciplines and tiers are as
follows.

1) Currently, the Fixed-Term System has been carried out mainly among national universities.

2) The state of implementation differs significantly by sector, discipline and tier.

3) The most commonly introduced type is the “Research Organization Type”.

4) The implementation of the system is mainly applied to research associates.

5) The length of term ranges from 1 to 12-years.

6) The faculty members without a right to reappointment right are few, and the majority with this right

have the possibility of retaining their positions until retirement.

In further studies, the authors plan to conduct qualitative analyses including questionnaire surveys and
interviews based on these findings. The ultimate goals of this research are to make clear;
1) the social contexts in which the fixed-term system has been introduced; and

2) how the introduced fixed-term system actually works.
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00 COE Research Fellow, R.I.H.E., Hiroshima University





