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A Study of the Measures for the Promotion of Science
Taken by the Nanking Government in Modern China:
The Making of Academic and Educational Policies
and their Characteristics

Manabu HASHIMOTO*

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how the measures for the promotion of science were taken
and carried out by the Nationalist Government of China, namely the Nanking Government (established in
1927). The Arts and sciences made rapid progress in the 1930s in China. This progress mainly depended
on the policies carried out by the Ministry of Education and Research (1927-28) and the Ministry of
Education (1928-49) under the Nanking Government. It was mainly the former ministry that laid a solid
foundation of academic and educational policies. Its first minister was the ex-Chancellor of the Peking
Government University, Tsai Yuan-pei (1867-1940), who established the Academia Sinica in November
1927, and organized the first National Conference on Education in order to ask for the opinion of experts,
on which he could later base the policies that took effect in May 1928.

The first part of the paper describes the political situation and gives an outline of the first National
Conference on Education. As a result of the Military Cliques’ War, after the establishment of the Republic
of China, the academic world and education fell into great confusion. Having recognized that the reform
of the educational system and the promotion of science were necessary for social reconstruction, Tsai Yuan
Pei held organized the first National Conference on Education. The 78 participants discussed 402 bills
(belonging to 12 different areas) and 110 of them were accepted at the conference.

The second part of the paper describes some characteristics of the 19 bills that were approved related to
the reform of the higher educational system and the promotion of science. Three of these bills should be
mentioned in particular, as they deal with the following areas: (1) The strict enforcement of the procedures
that candidates had to go through in order to obtain their degrees; (2) The strict enforcement of the system
where the central and local government chose students for studying abroad; (3) The establishment of the
subsidy system and the research grant system.

As a conclusion, the paper points out that the measures for the promotion of science were closely
connected to the measures for the reform of the higher educational system. As a result, the bills approved
at the first National Conference on Education became the framework for the future development of the

academic policies carried out by the Ministry of Education.
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