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Amalgamation of Higher Education Institutions
in China during the 1990s

Futao HUANG*

With a transition to a market economy in 1992, a radical and national-wide reform on higher education
system built on the Soviet Model in the 1950s, which was launched and regulated directly by the central
government, took place in China afterwards. The reform focused on reorganizing national structure of higher
education and especially national administrative system of higher education used to be rigidly controlled
by the Ministry of Education and other agencies at a central government level, greatly influenced by a
planned economy. Through amalgamation, the number of adult higher institutions and junior colleges for
vocational and professional manpower was greatly decreased, and a fairly decentralized, two-tired
administrative system of higher education characterized by being mainly operated by provincial and local
governments had come to take shape by 2000.

In the paper, by dealing with the context, changes of related policy, process, patterns and outcomes of
the amalgamation occurred in China, the author makes concluding remarks on differences and similarities

as well as perspective issues concerning amalgamation in Japan and China.

* Associate Professor, R.I.H.E., Hiroshima University



