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Sekiguchi conducted a synchronous on-line course at Toshokan Joho University in 2001, continuing
the experiment in 2000. This paper is an analysis of that experiment, continuing the report and
analysis of the experiment of the former year, which was published in 2001 in Information Society,
(Joho Shakai Shivon), Vol. 7.

The course was run from April 18 to July 18, using a mailing-list program. Sixteen students
participated in the course. The students were requested to attend a class meeting from 19 © 20 to 20 : 50
on every Wednesday night, that is, they were requested to sit in front of the computer at any place
in the world and to have access to their mail program so that they could receive mail from the
teacher and classmates and could also respond to it.

The number of messages exchanged during the course period was 1585 and the number of files
attached to the messeges was 199. On average a student dispatched 70.9 pieces of mail. 51.2% of the
mail was discussions about academic content, which was related to the substance of the course.
Therefore, the quality was very high. 42.6% of the correspondence was something like “Please
respond if you are sitting in front of the compute and are attending the class”. The students’ study
result was published in Information Society, Vol. 7 and Vol. 8 No participants dropped out. We
consider, therefore, that the experiment was a great success.

In this paper we analyze the causes of the success under four points: 1 Setting the objective of the
course, 2 Motivation of students, 3 Pressure and incentive for learning, and 4 Sharing of experience.

The objective set for the course was high : to compose an academic paper which was worth

publishing. All sixteen students cleared this objective.

helped each other and organized the class procedure without the suggestions of the teacher.
The method of meeting on the internet at a certain time of the week worked as a positive incentive
for the teacher as well as for the students. Not only the course period but also on other days and

times both the teacher and the students dispatched mail. That means they worked very hard between

* Professor, Toshokan Joho University of Library
*% Graduate Student, Toshokan joho University
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the classes, too, till late at night or till early morning, so that they could complete a portion toward
the class.

85.0% of the mail exchanged were directed to all members of the mailing list, 8.5% were between
the server and the owner of the mailing list, who was the teacher. The class was made up of students
who were of wide variety in knowledge and experience. The mutually-directed, expression-oriented
method of teaching using the mailing list worked very positively to use students’ experience and
knowledge to make a good supplement of one teacher's limited time and knowledge, and it offered a
wide variety of, a high level of, and a large amount of course content, which was based on each
student’s interest and was therefore oriented to each individual student. It contrasted to the
traditional class method, which is from the teacher’s initiative, one-way directed, a highly specialized
or narrowly defined stream of knowledge.

In contrast to the a-synchronous method course using home-pages, which is usual for on-line

course, a synchronous method was the key to the success of this course.



