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tablishment and the Development
cademic Institutions in China

A Study of tl
f Privat
in the Period Governed by the Kuomintang : Some
Trends of Five Research Institutions
in the Era before the Sino-Japanese War
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Manabu HASHIMOTO *

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how private research institutions, especially five main
institutions, were established and developed in China. The period under examination extends from
1912 to 1937, that is the era before the Sino-Japanese War).

The first part of the paper describes the establishment and the interrelationship of the two
biological research institutions, which are the Biological Laboratory of the Science Society of China
(est. in Nanking in 1922) and the Fan Memorial Institute of Biology (est. in Peiping in 1928). The
studying in the USA in 1914). The other was created by the academic society originated by Fan
Yuan-lien (died in 1927) and the China Foundation for the Promotion Education and Culture. Both
institutions held the chief researchers in common .

The second part of the paper describes the establishment and the development of the two research
institutions of applied sciences, which are the Yellow Sea Research Institute of Chemical Industry
(est. in Tien-tsin in 1922) and the Western China Science Research Institute (est. in Peipei, Szechwan in
1930). The one was originated and financed by Fan Yuan-lang (founder and general manager of the
Chiu Ta Salt Industrial Co.; Fan Yuan-lien's younger brother), while the other was planed by Lu tso-
fu (founder and general manager of the Min Sheng Industrial Co.).

The third part of the paper describes the establishment and the organizational characteristics of
the Henry Lester Institute of Medical Research (est. in Shanghai in 1929). The establishment of this
institute was based on dying wishes of Henry Lester (British architect; died in Shanghai in 1926).
There were not only some British chief researchers but also many Chinese research workers in the
institute.

As a conclusion, the paper points out that private academic institutions established in the early
Nationalist China period (1912—26) initially suffered financial problems. But in the period of the
Nanking Kuomintang Government (1927—37) they increasingly developed under the social supports

with the other new institutions in China.

* Associate Professor, Hiroshima International University






