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A Study on the Expansion Process of Chinese
Higher Education System after the Cultural Revelution

Hirotaka NANBU *

The purpose of this paper is to examine the expansion of the Chinese higher education system
after the Cultural Revolution, and the roles which the institutions of regular higher education have
played in this expansion process. The latter topic focuses on two points. The first point is
quantitative expansion itself of the students who study in the institutions of regular higher
education. The second is the commitment of the institutions of regular higher education to other
components which have constituted the Chinese high education system.

In China, there were three conponents which constituted the Chinese high education system at the
conclusion of the Cultural Revolution, namely , (1) the institutions of regular higher education, (2) the
institutions of adult higher education, (3) the institutions of military higher education. These existing
components have expanded quantitatively in last two decades. At the same time, the higher education
examination system for self-taught learners, higher education degree validation tests, open entrance
students system operated by radio & TV universities were newly founded in this period and these
new components have also contributed to a major expansion of the entire higher education system in
China.

In the process of a such expansion, the institutions of regular higher education have played two
roles. They not only progressively increased the number of regular students, but also have accepted
an increasing variety of students, such as students classified into adult high education, graduate
students, students who participate in the higher education examination system for self-taught
learners, and foreign students and so on. This can be called the direct role of the institutions of
regular higher education. On the other hand, they have supported other components of the Chinese

higher education system through various routes, such as an educational level guarantee, participation

* Research Associate, RIH.E., Hiroshima University






