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Atsunori YAMANOI *

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the recruitment process in the academic marketplace in
Japan by the open search system. The object sample of the investigation are 1,200 open search
applications mailed to A university in the past 20 years.

A principal feature of the academic marketplace in Japan is in the academic clique. One of features
of the academic clique in higher education of Japan is in the extremely high ratio which alma mater
graduates occupy at the research university. The second feature is the relation between a research-
oriented university and a general university (a university which does not have the main function of
training researchers). Specific general universities in Japan have the tendency to have a colonial
relationship with specific researcher training universities. That is, graduates from particular
researcher training universities occupy many teaching positions in specific general universities.

Universities in Japan have recruited university teachers by either the nomination system or the
open search system . In general, many university teachers have been recruited by the nomination
system at researcher training universities. On the other hand, Japanese general universities have the

tendency to recruit the university teachers chiefly by the open search system. The author specified
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1. The researcher training university has predominantly adopted the nomination system for the past 20
years, compared with the open search system.

2. The average age of university teachers who are newly adopted has been gradually increased, with
higher status,higher degrees.

3. Many excellent assistant professors and professors were needed for the establishment of the graduate
school in the department of education since the latter half of the 1980's.

4. Different policies for the recruitment of university teachers were adopted before/after the

establishment of the graduate school of education.

* Professor, RILH.E, Hiroshima University



