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Pluralization of Networks of Knowledge:
The Cace of Sinocanore

Kumiko KITAKAMI*

Singapore is a small country. The scientific communities are also small. So, Singapore chose
to be a direct part of an international knowledge system. As a formar British colony, Singapore
has close academic ties with the Commonwealth of Nations. And after the 80s, it broadened
academic links with institutions in the United States. Furthermore, Singapore recently has
developed new links with Asian countries like Japan, the People's Republic of China, and so on.
This paper aims at explicating why and how such new links were developed.

Internationally coauthored papers(between Singapore and the other countries) were used to
analyze quantitatively academic links. Data for internationally coauthored papers was derived
from the Science Citation Index(SCI) which is a set of journals selected by the Institute of
Scientific Information(ISI).

New academic links were deeply related to the economic policies of the Singapore
government, reflecting in part strong trade and investment relations. However,enlargement of
academic links with each country was different in method. Links with the United States were
firstly developed by the establishment of a cooperative relationship with U. S. institutions,
such as private firms and universities. Secondly, they were developed by the increase of
training in U.S. universities, and by the increase of expatriate staff in the National University
ological University(NTU).

1 s + Il 11 U111

of Singapore(NUS) and the Nangyang Techn

Links with Japan were mainly developed by research assistance programs for developing
countries sponsored by the Japanese government. Research collabaration between Japanease
private firms and Singapore's Universities(NUS, NTU) also increased.

Links with China were developed in part by a bilateral agreement for technical cooperation.
They were also developed by inter-university agreements for research and education
cooperation, which increased rapidly after diplomatic relations with China were reestablished
in 1990. Moreover, academic mobility made a contribution. This means there are many Chinese
staff in NUS and NTU who received the degree of Ph. D from U. S. universities. Recently, many
Ph. D level students from China study in NUS and NTU.

Singapore is a direct part of an international knowledge network. However, Singapore

government chose the academic links to make good use of them in the growth of Singapore.

* Graduate Student, Hiroshima University






