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A Study of the Academic Situation in China
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—Some Trends of Research Institutions

in the Areas Governed by the Kuomintang—

Manabu HASHIMOTO

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how academic institutions, especially research
institutions affiliated to universities or independent colleges and other independent research
institutions, were affected by the Sino-Japanese War in China, and how the academic situation
improved in the areas governed by the Kuomingtang. The period under examination extends
from 1937 to 1941. This period covers the first half of the Sino-Japanese War, that is the early
Sino-Japanese War period (1937-38) and period just preceeding the Pacific War (1939-41).

The first part of the paper describes the effects of the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War in
1937 on research institutions affiliated to universities or independent colleges and other
independent research institutions in the early Sino-Japanese War era. After the war started,
the number of research institutions affiliated to universities or independent colleges not only
dropped drastically but also there was a decline in quality of the work at such institutions.

Research institutions affiliated to higher educational institutions stopped the enrolment of new

The second part o
institutions, which were recovering in the pre-Pacific War era. After the Sino-Japanese War
began, most institutions had to move to the Southwest or Northwest of China. Other
institutions had to move to Hong Kong or to the Foreign Settlement at Shanghai. Those in
Peiping did not have to move. From 1939 many research institutions affiliated to universities
or colleges restarted enrollment and by 1941 the number of institutions rose by 50% compared
to the number in 1937. As for independent research institutions, there were 63, including 19
newly established in 1941.

As a conclusion, the paper points out that academic institutions were at a virtual standstill
in the early Sino-Japanese War era, but that from 1939 many of them recovered their original
functions. As a result, the academic situation improved in the areas Governed by the

Kuomintang, especially in the Southwest and Northwest of China.
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