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A Study of the Introduction and Development of the

Gary H. TSUCHIMOCHTI"

This article discusses the introduction and development of the "credit system" in postwar
Japanese universities. The main focus is to examine why the credit system did not successfully
function in the new university system. Newly declassified documents of the GHQ/CI&E, the
Japanese Education Reform Committee have been used in this research,together with other
related sources of the Japanese University Accreditation Association and the National
Institute for Educational Research. Attention is focused on the possibility of a downfall in the
credit system itself at the beginning of the new Japanese university system.

It may be concluded that, by simply combining the old Japanese system and the American
system, the "credit system" was introduced too early in the Japanese university system without
a thorough understanding of the credit system.

In 1998, the University Council of the Ministry of Education, reported "A Vision of
Universities in the 21st Century and Reform Measures." It hinted at the importance of having
"cultivation of ability to pursue one's ends,” which emphasizes the ability to respond

independently to changes, to voluntarily seek for a future goals, and to judge goals flexibly and

credit system should also be reconsidered : "In principle, the Japanese university system
adopts a credit system and how to make the credit system more practical is an important issue
for the improvement of teaching methods. The current credit system gives credit to the total of
students' learning in the class, their preparations before the class and their reviews after the

class. In other words, the system requires students’ independent study.”

* The former professor, Toyo Eiwa Women's University



