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Hirotaka NANBU"

After the Cultural Revolution, institutions of higher education in China have been expanded
and regulated rapidly. Along with this change, the number of faculty members have increased
and their educational level has improved. They have played a more and more important role in
higher education in China. However, up till the present now, there has been little research
which attempts to focus on their concrete careers. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the
careers of faculty members in higher education institutions and to clarify their characteristics.
Because large scale and detailed data about faculty members in China are not available, in this
paper, the author particularly focuses on the careers of professors and associate professors in
Yunnan University as a case example.

The main results of this study are summarized as follows.

The first point is about experience in higher education. First, about two-thirds of the
professors and associate professors in Yunnan University graduated from Yunnan University.
Secondly, if we concentrate our attention on geographical distribution of higher education

institution from which they graduated, we find that 83.2% graduated from the institutions

located in the southwest area in China, including Yunnan University. Thirdly, 17.2% of all

i AVALVY 4 aiilad 142V Je

according to period in which they graduated, they can be classified into three main generation.

The second point concerns their career from graduating from any institution to obtaining a
position at Yunnan University. First, more than half have worked only at Yunnan University
and about two-fifth have the experience of changing posts. Secondly, if they have studied at
graduate level, many of them did not study directly after graduating from undergraduate

course, but studied after working for some years.
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