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A Review of the Establishment of Modern
Institutions for Academic Research in China
— The Effects of the Sino-Japanese War on Research Institutions—

Manabu HASHIMOTO*

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how modern academic institutions, especially
research institutions affiliated to universities or independent colleges and other independent
research institutions, were affected by the Sino-Japanese War in China. The period under
examination extends from 1934 to 1940. This period is the pre-Sino-Japanese War period (1934-
37) and the early Sino-Japanese War period (1937-40). Special attention is paid to the turning
point between the two above-mentioned periods, which is the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese
War in 1937.

The first part of the paper describes the requirements for establishing research institutions
affiliated to universities or independent colleges in the pre-Sino-JapaneseWar era (1934-37).
Independent research institutions like Academia Sinica (10 research institutes) and National
Academy of Peiping (9 research institutes) and the solo institution type, such as National
Geological Survey of China and National Institute for Compilation and Translation, are
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number of institutions established during this period is also discussed.

The second part of the paper describes the decline of both types of research institutions after
the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War in 1937. Relocation seemed to be the main cause of this
decline. Both types of research institutions had been located on the coast of China, but after the
outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War,they had to move to the Southwest part of China. As a
further result of this, the decentralization of independent research institutions like Academia
Sinica and National Academy of Peiping was unavoidable.

As a conclusion, the paper points out that the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War was a
turning point within the period extending from 1934 to 1940 in two-respects. After the War
started, not only did the number of research institutions affiliated to universities or independent
colleges drop drastically, but there was also a sharp decline in the quality of the work carried out

at such institutions.
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