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Some Problems Concerning the Awarding

of Credits by College and

University in Lifelong Learning Time

—— Dealing Mainly with both Substitute or Exchanging Credits System and Business Internship System ——

Tsuneo KAZAWA*

One of the characteristics of lifelong learning is that the learning chances and places are so
many and various. There are three learning methods depending on the learning form: 1) group
learning, 2) collective learning, and 3) personal learning. In general, we learn in our lifetime by
means of combining these three learning methods. The basis of lifelong learning is a great
variety of personal learning needs or requirements in our learning society.

I think one of our important issues is how to satisfy the variety of the personal learning
requirements. Monbu-sho (Japanese Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture) revised
the Daigaku-Setchi-Kijun as one of the strategies for solving this problem. Based on the revised
Daigaku-Setchi-Kijun, “Monbu-sho Koku-ji(notices)” were approved to count as college or
university credits “students’ learning results off campus”. Awarding some credits for “students’

learning results off campus“ means that Japanese colleges and universities support or encourage

1) substitute credits for some “Ginoh-Kentei-Shiken (skill’s test)” authorised by Monbu-sho,

2) business internship system,

3) awarding credits for the study at oversea colleges and universities,

4) exchanging one’s own college credits for those of other college in the college transfer system,
5) awarding students credits in college and university consortium system, and so on.

In this paper, I argue about the cases of above 1) and 2) concerning the present situations and
suggested some points to solve certain problems. As for 1),my arguments involved mainly
“Jitsuyo-Eiken”, namely, The STEP Test in Practical English Proficiency and “Kogyo-Eiken®,
namely, English Technical Writing Test and discussed whether the criterions for awarding
credits were convincing and appropriate. In respect of 2), I discussed the merits and demerits of
the present business internship system, and then I argued about the problems to be solved for

making improvements to this system.

* Professor, Hiroshima Institute of Technology
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Finally, I made some propositions about these problems. In addition, because of page
restriction in this paper I would like to argue about the issues of above 3), 4) and 5) in another

paper.



